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Campaign Urges Bates to Ban Bottled Water 
JUDSON PECK/THE BATES STUDENT 
VOLUME 138, NO. 16 
Prospect of 
Change in U.S. 
Middle East 
Policy 
ISOBEL MOILES 
STAFF WRITER 
“I don’t think Obama is in a good 
place,” said Professor Mary Ann Tet- 
reault of Trinity University, summing up 
her dubious appraisal of the future of 
U.S. policy in the Middle East in Keck 
Classroom this past Friday. Tetreault 
was joined by Professor Augustus Rich¬ 
ard Norton of Boston University in a 
conference organized by Professor Eric 
Hooglund’s Politics 253 class, “U.S. For¬ 
eign Policy in the Middle East.” 
The turnout on Friday afternoon re¬ 
flected the high level of interest among 
Bates students. Obama’s election 
sparked a golden age of euphoria on 
the Bates campus, but now everyone is 
wondering: how much will change? 
At least in regard to the Middle East, 
Tetreault and Norton are both skeptical. 
The conference hovered around two 
central issues that threaten Obama’s abil¬ 
ity to achieve his goals in the region and 
caused Tetreault to remark that she fears 
Obama will be “too much like Bush.” 
The first is the incredible ability of 
extremist factions (both in the United 
States and the Middle East) to sway 
foreign policy, stifle intelligent delib¬ 
eration and pollute the aims of peace¬ 
seeking citizens. 
Charles Freeman’s name recurred 
throughout the conference as a cause 
to doubt the new president’s ability to 
contend with narrow-minded groups. 
See CHANGE, page 5 
ALLIE GOLDSTEIN 
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 
The average percentage of students 
who graduate with a double major hov¬ 
ers around 11 percent, according to 
Bates Facts data since 2000. In 2008, 
12.7 percent of seniors graduated with 
double majorsand 31.4 percent gradu¬ 
ated with a minor. Although the per¬ 
centage of students who graduate with 
degrees in two disciplines has remained 
relatively stable over the last decade, 
the percentage of students who gradu¬ 
ate with a minor has risen from 22.7 
percent in 2000 to 31-4 percent in 2008, 
with the highest incidence of minoring 
- 36 percent - appearing in the Classes 
of 2005 and 2006. 
There was speculation that Bates’ 
new General Education requirements, 
which apply to the Class of 2011 on, 
might cause more students to pursue not 
only minors but second majors as well. 
However, according to Registrar 
Mary Meserve, “there is no clear trend.” 
In addition to three writing-inten¬ 
sive courses and three courses focused 
on scientific reasoning, laboratory ex¬ 
perience and quantitative learning, the 
new Gen Ed requirements include two 
four-course general education concen¬ 
trations, commonly known as GECs. 
GECs may be interdisciplinary, such as 
the “Environment, Place, and History” 
and “Public Health” concentrations, or 
all four courses may be under the same 
department, such as the “Chinese Lan¬ 
guage” and “Philosophy” GECs. 
A second major or a minor may be 
completed in lieu of a concentration. 
CONOR HURLEY 
MANAGING NEWS EDITOR 
The recently founded Bates chap¬ 
ter of Take Back the Tap painted a tree 
blue and red, and hung empty plastic 
bottles from limbs to raise awareness 
for “Bottled Out Day.” 
The blue color of the trunk of the 
tree symbolizes water flowing freely 
as a natural resource, according to 
Lucy Neely, a member of Taking Back 
the Tap. 
President Elaine Tuttle Hansen and 
Director of Dining Services Christine 
Schwartz eliminated the use of bottled 
waters on campus for a day. 
Take Back the Tap’s week-long 
awareness campaign included informa¬ 
tional posters in the library and a pe¬ 
tition urging the administration to ban 
bottled water altogether. 
A taste test conducted by the group 
found that students’ preferences for bot¬ 
tled and tap water were roughly even. 
According to Take Back the Tap, 
the campaign has been well received 
by the campus, though some students 
have resisted the change. 
“The reaction has been very posi¬ 
tive, overwhelmingly positive. But it’s 
very challenging and we all have to 
work together to get it done, but it will 
be worth it in the end,” said Neely. 
The organization intends to contin¬ 
ue their efforts in coming weeks. 
For more information about 
Take Back the Tap’s campaign, 
see the organization’s editorial 
on page 4. 
The General Education section of the 
College’s website presents six ways to 
graduate from Bates: with the minimum 
requirement of a major and two con¬ 
centrations; with a major, a minor and 
a concentration; with a major and two 
minors; with two majors and a concen¬ 
tration; with two majors and a minor; or 
with the rare triple major. 
Although not all sophomores com¬ 
plied with the March 1st deadline of 
declaring a “major + 2,” less than 10 
percent of those who did declare chose 
not to include a GEC as part of their “+ 
2.” In other words, less than 10 percent 
of sophomores declared either a double 
major and a minor or a major and a 
double minor; no student declared a 
triple major. 
Meserve said that it is too early to 
tell whether the new Gen Ed require¬ 
ments will affect the percentages of stu¬ 
dents who double major or minor since 
some students declare a minor as late 
as May of their senior year. 
Theoretically, though, since a four- 
course GEC might put a student well on 
their way to completing a minor, which 
usually consists of seven courses, the new 
Gen Ed requirements might encourage 
students to expand their GECs into mi¬ 
nors - or in some cases, second majors. 
In response to an e-mail survey cir¬ 
culated through announce, sophomore 
Sara Ellen Godek, who is majoring in 
biochemistry and studio art, noted that 
her studio art major came out of a de¬ 
sire to get official transcript credit for 
classes she would be taking anyway - 
a GEC that simply included studio art 
classes wouldn’t have the same weight, 
and there is no studio art minor of¬ 
fered at Bates. 
In students’ eyes, putting a GEC 
on their transcript is a level down 
from completing a minor or second 
major, and some students predict that 
the number of their peers who choose 
to minor or double major will rise for 
this reason. 
“I would say that probably about 
10 percent currently graduate with 
double majors, but considering the 
number of people I know in the lower 
classes who are considering it, I’d ex¬ 
pect that number to rise sharply,” said 
first-year Kira Gavin. 
A few members of the Class of 2011, 
however, noted that GECs actually 
made it more difficult to double major 
because of scheduling conflicts. Also, 
not all GECs include courses that would 
easily fit into the requirements for a mi¬ 
nor or second major. GECs in which all 
four courses fall under one discipline 
might be easily built upon while inter¬ 
disciplinary GECs are difficult to turn 
into minors or second majors simply by 
adding more courses. 
Some students, however, see GECs 
as a way to focus their courses at Bates 
without adding a second major. Sopho¬ 
more Kelly Cox, who is majoring in phi¬ 
losophy and minoring in theater, noted 
that the new Gen Ed requirements al¬ 
low for in-depth study in diverse areas 
of interest without double majoring. 
For many of the 15 double majors 
who commented, the decision was rath¬ 
er serendipitous. Senior Tatum Fraites, 
who is majoring in political science and 
Spanish, responded that after beginning 
CHLOE BOURNE 
STAFF WRITER 
In a lecture last Wednesday night 
entitled “Charles Darwin: After the Ori¬ 
gin and before the Descent,” science 
historian Shelia Ann Dean compared 
Darwin to President Obama, presenting 
a red, white and blue picture of Darwin 
similar to the iconic campaign image of 
Obama. Underneath the picture was 
the phrase “very gradual change we can 
believe in.” 
Dean discussed Darwin’s life be¬ 
tween the publication of “The Origin 
of Species” and “The Descent of Man” 
and the challenges he dealt with when 
publishing his revolutionary ideas con¬ 
tained in these books. 
Although Darwin’s work is now ac¬ 
cepted by many, in the years following 
his 1859 publication of “The Origin of 
Species,” Darwin had many critics and 
few supporters. In “The Origin of Spe¬ 
cies,” Darwin avoided the touchy sub¬ 
ject of human descent, but his ideas 
were still considered very radical. 
with Spanish classes her freshman year 
and going abroad to Mexico and Spain, 
she realized that she had taken all of 
the requirements for the Spanish major 
except for thesis. “I guess the major just 
sort of evolved,” she wrote. 
Several double-majors responded 
that one of their majors represents what 
they consider their career path, while 
the other fulfills their passion. First-year 
Israel Piedra, who plans to major in 
political science and music, noted that 
his political science major will help him 
with his plans to go to law school while 
music is just something he loves. 
Junior Dennis Donovan, who is dou¬ 
ble majoring in French and economics, 
wrote that he came into Bates know¬ 
ing he wanted to be a French major, 
but that he needed a second major that 
would set him up for a lucrative career. 
He does, however, view his French ma¬ 
jor as an asset in the job market. “I think 
that especially as a double French/econ, 
I will be able to do something abroad 
or some sort of international business,” 
he explained. 
One senior, who is majoring in polit¬ 
ical science and studio art and answered 
the survey questions on the condition of 
anonymity, said that while political sci¬ 
ence is what she “intendjsj to pursue as 
a career path,” she decided to pursue a 
second major in studio art because the 
program “provided [her] with opportu¬ 
nities, professional staff and coursework 
that is difficult to find after graduation.” 
She emphasized the appeal of gaining 
the resources of a second major at no 
extra cost to her tuition. 
See 11 PERCENT, page 5 
Darwin was bom to a family of abo¬ 
litionists. Some say that the main reason 
Darwin wrote “The Descent of Man” in 
1871 was to speak out against slavery. 
Written twelve years after “The Origin,” 
“The Descent of Man,” which contained 
even more radical ideas, was generally 
accepted by the public. In 1882, Darwin 
died leaving ideas such as survival of 
the fittest and the descent of man which 
were by then widely accepted. 
Dean, a visiting curator at Cornell 
University, has studied correspondenc¬ 
es of Darwin extensively. For 14 years, 
Dean worked as the editor of the Cor¬ 
respondence of Charles Darwin project 
at the University of Cambridge. 
The lecture was the final piece of 
the Darwin at 200 series which cele¬ 
brates Charles Darwin’s 200th birthday 
and the 150th anniversary of the pub¬ 
lication anniversary of “The Origin of 
Species.” Bates and the Lewiston Pub¬ 
lic Library designed the Darwin at 200 
series together. The series also hosted 
Darwin’s Birthday Bash on February 
12th as well as other speakers. 
LEWISTON, MAINE 
BATES STUDENT 
EXCLUSIVE 
Multicultural 
Applicants 
Reach 
Record High 
SIMONE PATHE 
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR 
This year, 4,913 people applied to 
Bates, down seven percent from last 
year’s record of 5,290, but still the sec¬ 
ond largest applicant pool in the Col¬ 
lege’s history. 
Despite the smaller applicant pool, 
the acceptance rate is expected to de¬ 
crease as Admissions tries to avoid last 
year’s problem of exceeding their target 
yield by accepting fewer students and 
then moving to the waitlist, if need be, 
to reach a target of 475 students in the 
Class of 2013 next fall. 
Admissions received six more early 
decision applications than last year for 
rounds I and II combined. This year, 
263 students have been accepted in ED I 
and II combined, which is only one less 
than last year. Round II received 192 
applicants, and 65 members of the Class 
of 2013 were admitted for an acceptance 
rate of about 34 percent. In round I, 363 
students applied and 198 were accepted, 
resulting in a 55 percent acceptance rate. 
Regular decision acceptances will be 
mailed later this month. 
“The quality of the applicant pool 
is as strong as I’ve seen it. We could fill 
another whole class just with students 
that we would love to admit but that 
we can’t,” Dean of Admissions Wylie 
Mitchell said. 
Transfer student admissions will 
also be competitive this year because 
there are no spots available in the al¬ 
ready large class of 2012. Five to 10 
spots may be available to transfer stu¬ 
dents in the class of 2011. 
Of the 263 students admitted in both 
rounds of ED, there is almost an even 
gender division, with men representing 
51 percent. 
Although last year’s applicant pool 
may have been the largest, this year’s 
number of multicultural applicants was 
the largest ever for early and regular de¬ 
cision combined. Just over a third of 
applicants were multicultural or inter¬ 
national students, coming in at 763 and 
872 respectively. 
So far, the incoming class includes 
only 25 multicultural students from the 
United States and three international 
students, but these numbers only in¬ 
clude Early Decision acceptances. 
Explaining the high acceptance 
rates for ED, particularly ED I, Mitchell 
said that in November and December, 
the admissions committee was not sure 
what to anticipate in the coming admis¬ 
sions rounds or in fall 2009, especially 
considering the unpredictability of the 
economy. Since the applicant pool was 
large and well-qualified, Admissions 
decided “this would be the year to go 
slightly higher on ED than we have in 
the past,” said Mitchell. 
Responding to the concern that high 
ED acceptances put pressure on regular 
decision applicants, Mitchell said, “We 
were being careful to both assure a 
well-qualified incoming set of students, 
but also being sensitive [to the fact that] 
as more go early, there’ll be fewer to 
go later. I think this was in many ways 
a unique year.” 
Critics of ED charge that high ED 
acceptance rates put students apply¬ 
ing for financial aid through regular 
decision at a disadvantage because the 
students who enjoy ED’s higher ac¬ 
ceptance rates are not concerned with 
comparing financial aid packages from 
multiple schools. 
While the admissions committee 
was being cautious, they were “equally 
aware of the importance of access, op¬ 
portunity for admission, opportunity for 
financial aid, and trying to balance mul¬ 
tiple priorities,” Mitchell stressed. 
Guidance counselors and admis¬ 
sions deans make it clear to parents and 
high school students that acceptance 
ED means forgoing the opportunity to 
compare financial aid packages from 
other schools, he added. 
Unlike some schools, Bates offers 
the same financial aid to early and to 
regular accepted students. 
Although the College promises to 
meet the financial needs of all accepted 
students, the admissions process is not 
need-blind. Mitchell likes to describe 
See ED, page 5 
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Castration Should 
Not Be Used to 
Punish Rapists 
ANDREW WILCOX 
MANAGING FORUM 
EDITOR 
I consider rape 
one of the most - if 
not the most - abomi¬ 
nable and intolerable 
crimes. 1 hope we all do. That doesn’t 
mean I support recent considerations 
in Europe, where it is currently being 
debated whether or not sex offenders 
should be castrated for their offenses. 
While this is certainly one sanction, it 
is one that threatens to reverse social 
progress in much of the world. And 
let’s be clear: my position is not based 
on some support for manhood, for the 
considerations would be equally ap¬ 
plied to offenders who are women. My 
position is firmly in opposition to the 
practice generally. 
There are two types of castra¬ 
tion - surgical and chemical. Surgical 
castration involves physically remov¬ 
ing the tissue that produces testoster¬ 
one; chemical castration achieves the 
same effect through the employment 
of chemicals. Right now, the Czech 
Republic is the only European coun¬ 
try that accepts surgical castration as a 
punishment for sex offenders. 
While surgical castration is compa¬ 
rably rare to chemical castration, chem¬ 
ical castration is now being widely con¬ 
sidered. More countries are considering 
both requiring and allowing chemical 
castration for violent sex offenders. As 
of last year, Louisiana requires chemical 
castration for particular repeat sex of¬ 
fenders, and now other states like Tex¬ 
as, California and Florida have followed 
suit (NY Times). I had no idea portions 
of my own country subscribed to such 
an extreme form of punishment. This is 
not to say rape doesn’t deserve a brutal 
Correction: 
response. Of course it does. However, 
castration immediately alarmed me as 
an overreach of governmental power. 
While support for chemical castra¬ 
tion as punishment for sex offenders is 
on the rise, surgical castration is similarly 
being considered as both a choice and a 
forced punishment. For obvious reasons, 
it has become a hotly debated issue as 
its implications reach deep. The debate 
has come down to “whose rights take 
precedence: those of sex offenders, who 
could be subjected to a punishment that 
many consider cruel, or those of society, 
which expects protection from sexual 
predators” (NY Times). 
I vehemently object to permitting 
this sort of punishment for sex offend¬ 
ers. Does castration as punishment not 
strike you as a human rights violation? 
Thankfully, I do not stand alone. The 
Council of Europe’s anti-torture com¬ 
mittee argues that surgical castration is 
“invasive, irreversible and mutilating.” 
Others contend that surgical castra¬ 
tion “threatenjsj to lead society down a 
dangerous road toward eugenics” (NY 
Times). I stand by such positions. 
As my friend, Billy Manchuck ’ll, 
pointed out, lobotomies are no longer 
performed. This raises an interesting 
point. Today, not one single devel¬ 
oped country permits the lobotomy 
procedure; it was ruled as contrary to 
the principles of society. It blows my 
mind that many governments don’t see 
(or at least struggle to see) castration as 
violating human rights in the same way 
that lobotomy does. 
Frankly, when I think of castration, I 
envision one of the closing scenes from 
“Braveheart” during which the King orders 
that William Wallace be publicly castrated 
for his wrongdoings. That scene is meant 
to send shivers down your spine. Viewers 
See JUST PUNISHMENT, page 3 
In the March 10 article ‘“Alcestis Opens with Three 
Sold-Out Shows,” Louisa Demmitt took the photos, not 
Judson Peck. 
Slates H>tubent 
Letter to the Editor: 
BCSG’s Rebuttal to 
“What Really Happened with Last 
Semester’s Budget Allocations...”: 
Dear Editor, 
In her attempt to provide inves¬ 
tigative journalism of last October’s 
budget process, Editor-in-Chief Al- 
lie Goldstein failed to utilize ade¬ 
quate investigating skills. Ms. Gold¬ 
stein neither interviewed members 
of the Representative Assembly nor 
the leaders of the political clubs on 
campus - those who allegedly en¬ 
gaged in the “sketchiness.” No one 
can expect to obtain objective re¬ 
porting when only incorporating an 
interview from one side of the is¬ 
sue. Needless to say, Ms. Goldstein’s 
effort to portray her article as “what 
really happened with last semester’s 
budget allocations” without seeking 
out those she accuses is a shallow 
representation at best. 
Fortunately, this is a rebuttal that 
will finally shed some light on the 
events of five months ago: 
The Representative Assembly 
(RA) had a problem with the budget 
that largely had nothing to do with 
the proposed budget itself. The gen¬ 
eral consensus among the RA was 
that there was a fundamental lack of 
communication between the RA and 
the Budget Committee. Treasurer 
Arsalan Suhail ’09, who was bound 
by the BCSG Constitution to attend 
weekly student government meet¬ 
ings, completely and utterly failed to 
fulfill this responsibility. He claimed 
to have had a class to attend dur¬ 
ing the meetings but made no effort 
to send a representative in his place 
or to file reports so that the RA 
could be kept abreast of his work. 
Thus, when the Budget Committee 
presented its proposed budget (six 
weeks behind schedule), the RA had 
slim to no idea about - nor time to 
determine - the workings of the 
Budget Committee. 
This brings us to the “controver¬ 
sial” meeting itself. The Treasurer 
urged the RA to pass the budget, 
saying that the clubs needed their 
money. However, the RA correctly 
decided to exercise its due dili¬ 
gence. The Treasurer was asked 
why the political clubs had their 
budgets cut in an election year. He 
was asked why Mushahada, the club 
for which he was president, received 
the biggest budget increase of any 
club on campus. He firmly refused 
to discuss the Budget Committee’s 
deliberations on individual clubs, 
inviting those who had problems 
with the budget to file a grievance, 
even though there was no grievance 
mediator in place. The RA persisted 
in its questioning, and the Treasurer 
eventually walked out of his own 
budget proposal. 
Because there was no Treasurer 
left to question and the RA realized 
that the process was not working, 
action had to be taken. This was not 
a perfect process, but the Treasur¬ 
er was no longer legitimate in our 
eyes. This meeting took place two 
weeks before the election, and both 
the Democrats and Republicans had 
been spending out of their pockets 
to cover election-related costs due 
to the tardiness of the budget. Both 
parties planned to collectively dis¬ 
pute the budget hours before the 
meeting. The Democrats even sent 
their Treasurer (not an RA mem¬ 
ber) to the meeting to dispute the 
budget. The Democrats and the Re¬ 
publicans argued on behalf of each 
other’s budgets, fearing that if it was 
left uncontested, the budget would 
See BCSG REBUTTAL, page 3 
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BRENDAN O BRIEN 
STAFF WRITER 
President Obama and the Demo¬ 
crats are currently wrapped up in a 
spending frenzy that will no doubt 
result in every type of wastefully 
liberal program that money can 
buy. President Obama will miss no 
chance to implement the most lib¬ 
eral of policies. Beyond spending 
our way into a catastrophe, what 
other ways will he and his cronies 
go about ruining our American way 
of life? To me, nothing is more ap¬ 
parent in such liberals’ policies than 
their blatant opposition to the Sec¬ 
ond Amendment. 
While praising the American Civil 
Liberties Union (ACLU) for protect¬ 
ing one part of the Constitution, lib¬ 
erals openly oppose the NRA and 
their defense of another part of the 
Constitution. The ACLU actually filed 
an amicus brief in the Supreme Court 
case District of Columbia v. Heller in 
2008 against the private ownership of 
firearms. That case determined that 
“The Second Amendment guaran¬ 
tees an individual’s right to possess 
a firearm unconnected with service 
in a militia, and to use that arm for 
traditionally lawful purposes, such as 
self-defense within the home.” The 
ACLU now opposes certain parts of 
the Constitution while the NRA sup¬ 
ports all parts of the Constitution - 
especially considering the value of 
the Second Amendment in protecting 
the rights of all. 
It is no secret what side of the 
debate Obama is on. His opinion is 
reflected in recent gun sales. Spend¬ 
ing is up exponentially for all firearm 
sales. Sturm Ruger reported firearm 
sales up by 42 percents since No¬ 
vember. Smith and Wesson reported 
sale of firearms up by 27 percent 
and handgun sales up by 45 percent 
with a net income of 2.4 million af¬ 
ter reporting a loss of 1.8 million 
the previous year. Personal back¬ 
ground checks, which are required 
by federal law for the purchase of 
firearms, rose by 42 percent to a re¬ 
cord 1.5 million after the election 
and have risen 25 percent per month 
since then. The Democrats have in¬ 
deed become a credible threat for 
the restriction of our constitutional 
right to firearms. While reaction¬ 
ary spending by the people of this 
country is no indication of Obama’s 
actual intent, his promises to restrict 
legal gun ownership are. 
If Obama plans to keep most of 
his prominent campaign promises, 
gun control is going to be top pri¬ 
ority, just after “spreading the wealth 
around.” Besides his disdain for the 
Americans who “cling to their guns,” 
he has promoted the notion of “com¬ 
mon sense” gun laws. Such laws 
would presumably stop “the reality 
of 34 Chicago public school students 
who get shot down on the streets of 
Chicago,” according to Obama. This 
is an interesting example to use, 
since Illinois has the most restrictive 
firearm laws in the country. All gun 
owners or ammunition buyers must 
have a Firearm Owner’s Identification 
Card. The state will not issue a con¬ 
cealed carry permit for handguns and 
open carry is also illegal. Handguns 
are outright banned in Chicago and 
Oak Park. These kids are being shot 
by weapons that are already illegal in 
multiple ways. Such laws were meant 
to stop gun crime, but by President 
Obama’s own admission they have 
not stopped mass killings. The only 
thing they have managed to do is 
violate the Second Amendment. Each 
of these laws is now under question 
given the decision of the recent Su¬ 
preme Court case. 
What is most disturbing about 
President Obama’s rhetoric is that 
every time he refers to our consti¬ 
tutional right of gun ownership he 
calls it our tradition. The Second 
Amendment is not a tradition. It is a 
well-determined right established in 
order to protect our rights from both 
foreign and domestic threats. The 
Second Amendment is a right just as 
the First Amendment is a right, not 
simply a tradition that is subject to 
the whim of society and local laws. 
Any attempt to reduce that right is 
an assault on more than a tradition. 
It is an assault on the basic freedoms 
of our country just as much as cen¬ 
sorship is. 
It is clear from Obama’s criticism 
of President Bush for not renewing 
the Brady Handgun Violence Pre¬ 
vention Act and the Federal Assault 
Weapon Ban that he has every inten¬ 
tion of implementing similar laws. 
What Obama and the Democrats 
seem to think is that despite waiting 
periods, background checks, finger¬ 
printing and government bans, guns 
today are too readily available, which 
is responsible for recent school 
shootings and high homicide rates. 
Yet, somehow, prior to the 1970s, 
anyone could buy guns at hardware 
stores, army surplus stores, variety 
stores and mail order with no wait¬ 
ing, no background check and no 
fingerprints. There was no signifi¬ 
cant difference in homicide and gun 
crime rates between then and now. 
This is the nature of liberal poli¬ 
cies. They have honorable ideas that 
promote actions and policies that 
are meant to help. Yet, at best, these 
policies become symbols of a peace¬ 
ful society and the quest for cosmic 
justice and at worse they aggravate 
the problem. If there was a fire, they 
would not ask whether it is water 
or gasoline they are pouring on it, 
they would only ask whether their 
intentions were good. Gun control 
is a well-intentioned policy, but it 
only leaves people defenseless and 
the criminals armed and our country 
several more steps towards a police 
state without the freedoms enjoyed 
by even our parents. 
So what can you do to help 
maintain the American way of life 
and protect our liberties? Writing to 
your state representatives is worth¬ 
less; they have stopped listening. 
The solution is to save your money 
and buy a new gun, especially if you 
are from the free states of Maine, 
Vermont or New Hampshire. Soon, 
even the most reasonable of weap¬ 
ons will be banned under the mis¬ 
nomer of “assault weapon,” which 
politicians consider any weapon 
that self-reloads and holds more 
than ten rounds. For 200 dollars, you 
can buy a .22 rifle with an 18 round 
clip that will double in value once 
the ban is implemented. Now is the 
time to buy your Ml Garand from 
WWII, get an AR-15 or any rifle or 
handgun that holds more than ten 
rounds because this time, according 
to Barrack Obama’s change.gov, the 
upcoming ban will be permanent. 
Consequently, the upcoming loss of 
liberty will be substantial. 
* M. 
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are supposed to be appalled at the nature 
of the punishment. It is hard to watch, and 
reasonably so. And yet, in the real world, 
governments - like that of the Czech Re¬ 
public - employ or are considering the 
employment of the same sort of retributive 
policy. The only difference is that, to avoid 
such repulsed responses, governments 
now institute chemical castration, which is 
less physically traumatizing and thus more 
easily tolerated by the public. 
Still, chemical castration is a proce¬ 
dure with the same ultimate effect as 
surgical castration. If governments re¬ 
alize castration must be made less re¬ 
pulsive (and thus implement chemical 
castration as a more acceptable alterna¬ 
tive), isn’t the practice wrong to begin 
with? If governments feel the need to 
employ a less brutal alternative, it seems 
a dead giveaway that the practice sim¬ 
ply shouldn’t happen in any form. 
Castration was accepted by the 
British society in “Braveheart,” but that 
movie took place in the Medieval era. 
This is the 21st century. We should real¬ 
ize by now that such practices should 
stay where they belong - in history. 
It is absurd to argue that castration 
is a necessary response in order to sat¬ 
isfy society’s right to protection from 
sexual predators. Life in prison is an 
equally viable punishment that would 
permanently quarantine sex offenders 
from the rest of society. For this reason, 
castration goes one step further than 
necessary. Isn’t the main concern to se¬ 
clude sex offenders from society? If this 
is so, which it seems to be, then castra¬ 
tion seems excessive. 
The eugenics argument, while it may 
go too far in its reach, opens an important 
door for discussion. Eugenics is the sci¬ 
ence of population manipulation through 
controlled breeding. And though this is 
not necessarily relatable to the castration 
discussion, there is a shared essence. It 
is outrageous for governments to assume 
they may physically and permanently al¬ 
ter people’s bodies so that they adhere 
more closely to the law. 
While I do find castration a suitable 
punishment for rapists (they should be 
shot into outer space, probably), its im¬ 
plications make it plainly unacceptable. 
That is to say, if governments assume this 
ability, where will they stop? Why would 
they stop? I’m sure governments will find 
another human “glitch” for which they 
can employ a biological solution, and 
then another and another. If countries 
permit state-led castration for sex offend¬ 
ers, maybe eugenics is society’s destina¬ 
tion, several steps down the timeline. 
Plato notes Socrates for having once 
said that one should never return an 
injustice with an injustice. To force cas¬ 
tration upon sex offenders is to do pre¬ 
cisely this. In this day and age, excessive 
retribution of this sort seems contrary 
to the direction the world is meant to 
head. Rather, it turns around decades of 
progress through granting governments 
power where it need not belong. 
BCSG 
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stifle political discussion on campus. 
However, despite Ms. Goldstein’s 
claims, the motivations of the politi¬ 
cal club leaders were not to hold up 
the budget process until they were 
given more money. Rather, the RA 
members who were political club 
leaders pushed for a line-by-line re¬ 
view of the budget, believing that 
without oversight, the budget was il¬ 
legitimate. These issues needed to be 
immediately addressed. The RA de¬ 
cided to give the Democrats enough 
money to cover their previous ex¬ 
pense, and to give the Republicans 
enough money to constitute the same 
budget they had been given the pre¬ 
vious year. Given the activism of the 
clubs on campus over the semester, it 
was a reasonable request. 
Since other clubs did not arrive to 
dispute the budget, or had the time to 
wait for a grievance meeting, the RA 
decided to freeze the remaining co¬ 
sponsorship funds. The Budget Com¬ 
mittee was then essentially dissolved, 
replaced by the Blue Ribbon Co- 
Sponsorship and Budget Re-Allocation 
Committee, whose members would be 
directly chosen by the RA. The newly 
formed committee would then hear 
from clubs who had not come to the 
RA meeting to dispute their budget, 
but had problems with it nonetheless. 
As the RA meetings are open to 
the public (7 p.m. Mondays, New 
Commons 221) and have always been 
open, Ms. Goldstein’s assumption that 
the only way to get your voice heard 
is to be a member of the RA is wrong. 
If Jake Nudel ’09 had shown up to 
the meeting in which the budget was 
proposed, he would have been given 
the floor just like any other club. 
However, this all digresses from 
what this article should be about, 
which is the steps that the RA has taken 
to make the budget process legitimate. 
An amendment was passed to make 
the treasurer popularly elected, which 
will hopefully make the treasurer more 
accountable to the student body. The 
Budget Allocation process was changed 
to March, which allows for debate, so 
that what we experienced last October 
(when the Budget Committee attempt¬ 
ed to force through the budget without 
debate, out of guilt for clubs that were 
operating without a budget) will never 
happen again. 
The budget process is now open. 
The proposed budget will be e-mailed 
to the student body before it is pre¬ 
sented to the RA for approval. We are 
trying to make student government 
work for the student body and we be¬ 
lieve that we are taking steps in the 
right direction. Last Monday, clubs 
were invited to discuss the issue with 
the Treasurer, the Budget Committee 
and the RA, allowing for an open dis¬ 
cussion that had been missing from 
the previous budget allocation. 
We are happy to clear up the 
events of last fall’s budget alloca¬ 
tion and we stand by the actions of 
the Representative Assembly. While 
we are disappointed that Ms. Gold¬ 
stein failed to contact any current or 
past member of the Bates College 
Student Government before making 
her misguided assertions, her edito¬ 
rial at least gives the Bates College 
Student Government the opportunity 
to set the record straight. The stu¬ 
dent body deserves a treasurer and 
budget allocation process that actu¬ 
ally works for and is accountable to 
them. Thanks to the actions of the 
Representative Assembly over the 
past few months, that is what the 
student body will now receive. 
- Daniel Gimbel ’10, Paul Suitter ’09, 
Matej Kenda ’09, Brendan O’Brien 
'll, Michael Pasek ’12 and Erica Per- 
lman-Hensen ’09 
BATES RATES 
Gala approaching 4s /N Boogie time. 
Housing lottery ^ Let’s not even talk 
about it... 
Alumni Walk turning into 4s Come on, short term... 
Alumni Swim we’re ready for you. 
The Nancies played 
Purim 
...and definitely drowned 
out any mention of 
Haman’s name 
The Benefits of An American 
Liberal Arts Education 
ROMINA ISTRATII 
STAFF WRITER 
Yesterday I con¬ 
templated college life 
with a friend. After a 
long silence, we found 
ourselves discussing majors. My friend 
wondered what she should major in, 
what kind of life she would like to have. 
She examined many possibilities but 
couldn’t find an answer. So, in a second 
of indecisiveness, she turned to me. 
“What about you? Let’s talk about 
you. I can’t decide,” she said. 
Caught off guard; I immediately re¬ 
plied, “I’m triple majoring.” 
My spontaneous admission was met 
with a blank stare. 
“That’s not possible! Is it? Wow! And 
what are you majoring in exactly?” she 
questioned. 
“Well, I think I will stick to econom¬ 
ics, politics and studio art,” I answered. 
That did it. She stood up, gave me a 
helpless, confused look and left. 
“That’s it,” I thought, “I just lost 
a friend.” 
The next day I saw her again, and 
after discussing a bit, we decided that 
we were the same best friends we 
were the day before. Our discussion, 
however, made me curious. Why is it 
unbelievable to decide a major during 
freshman year? Why is it horrendous 
to be sure, immediately after graduat¬ 
ing high school, of what you want to 
pursue in life? And then, an epiphany 
came to me: it is not incomprehen¬ 
sible to be confident and determined, 
it is just unexpected. 
Liberal arts education in the 
United States encourages students to 
linger. It is systemized so that stu¬ 
dents pass the threshold into college 
with no fixed plans. There are those 
who are inclined to take particular 
classes. There are also those who 
“declared” a major as youngsters. But 
the majority of students may have no 
preference between science and the 
humanities. No person is expected 
to develop career plans before col¬ 
lege. And despite the fact that dis¬ 
tricts in South Carolina, Florida and 
New York now require ninth-graders 
to declare a major in high school, 
students in most states are still not 
expected to know their career orien¬ 
tation before college. 
This doesn’t happen in all education¬ 
al systems, though. For example, Europe 
finds itself on the opposite side of the 
river. More specifically, in Greece, where 
1 spent almost all my student life, stu¬ 
dents must orient themselves within their 
sophomore year of high school. Students 
fall into these categories: the “scientific,” 
the “technological” and the “theoretical.” 
After students make their choice, they 
start preparing for college and a specific 
career. A scientifically oriented student, 
for example, is obliged to later become a 
science major. There is no other way, no 
other choice. In Greece, students know 
their life plans at age 16. In the United 
States, this decision usually does not sur¬ 
face until age 19 or 20. 
Which version - school in Greece 
or the United States - is preferable? 
Having experienced both, I believe 
that the latter is more efficient. Stu¬ 
dents who are open to every option 
and have the time to experiment in 
college are the luckiest ones. They 
become the most productive and 
promising employees. 
The lack of major requirements dur¬ 
ing the first and second year of college 
offers students a unique privilege - the 
opportunity to observe, taste, process 
and conclude. In fact, the “virtue of 
impracticality” is how Will Oremus, a 
sophomore at Stanford University, de¬ 
scribed college life. 
College is not solely a place 
where students learn a profession 
and acquire those skills that will best 
help them survive in the real world. 
It is not always practical. It becomes 
so, but at the beginning it seems far 
more impractical. College prompts 
students to rebuild the world, to re¬ 
examine established concepts and 
laws that describe it, to wonder about 
surrounding phenomena, to develop 
theories and ask questions. It broad¬ 
ens their reasoning and critical think¬ 
ing capacities. Students are able to 
reconsider human relationships, laws 
of physics, political questions, math¬ 
ematical concepts and far more. They 
are given free access to true intellects 
and to advanced thinking. 
Those students are the luckiest and 
most promising. They learn to be active, 
to deny conventionalism and to gener¬ 
ate new, revolutionary ideas. They be¬ 
come inclined to think harder than oth¬ 
ers and introduce change. 
Freshman year and sophomore year 
exist to offer pleasure, joy and innova¬ 
tion. They are the food to students’ ideal¬ 
ism and intellectualism. These years are 
a once-in-a-lifetime chance for students 
to act like insatiable knowledge seekers. 
Therefore, to those of you still 
caught in the abyss of uncertainty, 
keep your chin up. You are privileged 
to learn the world from so many per¬ 
spectives. Other students, like me, 
who come to college with a strict 
itinerary in our minds, have fewer op¬ 
tions. We are doomed to only know a 
restricted version of the world, even 
though we might triple major in eco¬ 
nomics, politics and studio art. 
No More Political 
Writing for Me 
Dialogue at Bates Fuels Fires Far More 
Than It Addresses Important Issues 
AFROZ BAIG 
STAFF WRITER 
I am turned off by 
politics. There, I said 
it. I am turned off by 
them. That I disown 
my “political junkie” status has noth¬ 
ing to do with my own politics or 
my disappointment with any partic¬ 
ular government official but rather 
with the other political junkies on 
this campus. 
After reading Brendan O’Brien’s 
and Hope Staneski’s pieces in last 
week’s Student, I now realize that not 
all individuals with educated politi¬ 
cal opinions understand the concept 
of positionality, nor do all individu¬ 
als understand the fallacy in writing 
rebuttals employing the same biases 
they are hoping to point out in the 
article they disagree with. 
For me, politics have always 
been about more than American flag 
lapel pins, power suits, Fox News, 
debates, conventions, rallies, Car- 
ville, Rush, Ann, photo ops, parental 
connections, etc. I think it is safe to 
say these are all things that individ¬ 
uals who “dislike” politics or “don’t 
care about politics” take as being 
politics. For many political junkies, 
these factors spark one’s interest 
in politics. However, after reading 
the two pieces in The Student that 
I mentioned earlier, I am forced to 
recognize that these factors are not 
where my interest lies, nor do they 
encompass the source of my interest 
in politics. 
If positionality is the be-all, then 
I feel it is only right to lay all my 
cards on the table before we go any 
further. I am an immigrant from Pak¬ 
istan. I have been a U.S. citizen for 
more than five years. I now live in 
Northern California with my parents 
and siblings. 
For the past two summers, I 
have worked with a federally fund¬ 
ed program that helps low-income, 
first-generation, college-bound high 
school students. The Upward Bound 
program annually receives more ap¬ 
plications than spots they have funds 
for. The need is high for the services 
Upward Bound provides and, unfor¬ 
tunately, the need is not met. 
The battle around “big govern¬ 
ment,” “access spending” and “social 
welfare” are all irrelevant arguments 
and reasons to cite when trying to 
explain why funding for Upward 
Bound and similar programs has 
been continually cut over the last 
eight years. 
My first summer working with 
Upward Bound was my introduction 
to the life of an organization at the 
mercy of an administration that saw 
the organization’s goals as irrelevant. 
Once again, positionality is key. As a 
first-generation college student my¬ 
self, I understand the frank disad¬ 
vantage one has if his or her parents 
cannot serve as mentors in the col¬ 
lege process. Most, if not all, the stu¬ 
dents I’ve worked with are in more 
or less the same position. However, 
during my first summer at Upward 
Bound, my most memorable experi¬ 
ence is not the students, but rather 
all the letters I would write to my 
representatives after the workday 
was over, encouraging them to fight 
for Upward Bound. 
“...my interest in poli¬ 
tics has always existed 
due to my status as an 
immigrant and the 
beliefs accrued from 
that experience.” 
The sadness I saw in my super¬ 
visors as they grappled with the 
thought of not being able to take 
as many students in as the previous 
year due to budget cuts was difficult. 
I am not naive or a “liberal” for not 
understanding why the mission of 
these programs seemed so irrelevant 
to the previous administration. 
In Mr. O’Brien’s piece, he states, 
“We are willing to bet that many se¬ 
cretly do not want the Republican 
Party to recover. They obviously 
would prefer outright social and cor¬ 
porate welfare which, far from going 
to help the poor, will go directly into 
lining government workers’ pockets 
and keeping failed companies on life 
support.” This is certainly one way 
of viewing the situation. However, I 
find this hard to grasp because of my 
experiences at Upward Bound. The 
fight for government funding of so¬ 
cial programs has nothing to do with 
bringing down the Republican Party, 
and the sooner Mr. O’Brien can ac¬ 
knowledge that not all “liberal” or 
“democratic” actions are centered 
around bringing down the Republi¬ 
can Party, the better. Since when did 
funding educational opportunities 
become social welfare? 
This past summer working with 
Upward Bound, there was a sigh of 
relief at the possibility of Obama be¬ 
ing elected to office. He was the only 
candidate who said that he would not 
cut off funding for TRIO Programs 
(the larger grouping of programs un¬ 
der which Upward Bound functions) 
but rather support these programs. 
It is hard for me to understand how 
funding a program like Upward 
Bound is lining anyone’s pockets. 
The individuals who work there are 
certainly not there for the money, for 
they work many extra hours that go 
unnoticed and uncompensated. The 
people I worked with were there be¬ 
cause they believe in education as 
a means to upward mobility. They 
view higher education as something 
that all students should have access 
to, regardless of family income or 
education background. 
It is often easy to have opin¬ 
ions without actually knowing what 
you’re talking about. I think it’s 
safe to say that every Batesie has 
engaged in this type of behavior. 
We’ve all sat in classes where a stu¬ 
dent obviously hasn’t done the read¬ 
ing and yet is more than willing to 
offer his or her opinion on questions 
posed by the professor. Yet, my dis¬ 
owning of the “political junkie” title 
is an attempt to distance myself from 
a crowd of individuals who continu¬ 
ously engage in this kind of careless 
behavior - and I am no exception to 
that. But by engaging in back-and- 
forth bickering, we all lose our po¬ 
sitionality in the process and are re¬ 
duced to party labels. The passionate 
views we carry seem to come from a 
party brochure rather than a reflec¬ 
tion on our own experiences. 
See POSITIONALITY, page 4 
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My interest in politics was not ignited 
by Bill Clinton or Ron Paul. Rather, my in¬ 
terest in politics has always existed due to 
my status as an immigrant and the beliefs 
accrued from that experience. The stron¬ 
gest political forces in my life have been 
the hardworking individuals at Upward 
Bound, for their relentless work transcends 
party politics. If President Obama were to 
say today that he was cutting funding for 
TRIO Programs, these hard working indi¬ 
viduals would be back fighting and cam¬ 
paigning to ensure that the existence of 
Positionality 
their program was not in jeopardy. 
Likewise for me, my affinity lies with 
the party I believe is doing the best job 
of not only supporting programs such as 
Upward Bound, but also of ensuring that 
rights (spanning from women’s rights to 
environmental rights) are not jeopardized. 
Currently, that party happens to be the 
Democratic Party. However, if role reversal 
were to occur, I would have no problem 
switching my alliances. 
My choice to reject the title of po¬ 
litical junkie comes from the realization 
that the moral backing that supports 
my political beliefs is far more impor¬ 
tant than the bickering that results from 
wearing that title and engaging in use¬ 
less back-and-forth discourse that never 
goes anywhere. I have too much re¬ 
spect for print journalism to continue 
fueling the flame and wasting article 
space in future editions of The Student. 
Additionally, I would implore members 
of the Republican club to take the “rant” 
session out of future meetings and put 
their time towards constructive use in 
the hopes that one day they can articu¬ 
late their positionality to the Bates com¬ 
munity. In the meantime, the back-and- 
forth arguments prove useless. 
Take Back the Tap: An Update 
TAKE BACK THE TAP 
BATES CHAPTER 
In the last issue of The Student, we in¬ 
troduced you to Take Back the Tap, to the 
problems that riddle bottled water and to 
our goal to eliminate bottled water at Bates. 
Now, we would like to tell you how the 
campaign has been going. 
We kicked things off last week with a 
series of actions: we sent letters to President 
Hansen and Christine Schwartz, eliminated 
the distribution of bottled water on campus 
for one day (“Bottle Out Day”), constructed 
a bottled water infested tree sculpture' in the 
fireplace lounge and in front of the library 
(by the way: to whoever tore off all the 
low-hanging bottles - that was disappoint¬ 
ing and lame), e-mailed the faculty, set up a 
dialogue-provoking notepad in the library 
and held a taste test in Commons. 
The response has been overwhelming¬ 
ly positive. For example, some e-mails we 
received from students read, “YES!! THANK 
YOU!!!,” “Awesome!,” “Water is only bottled 
by the Devil” and “a great move for Bates.” 
On one of those oversized notepads 
in the library, we posed provocative ques¬ 
tions about bottled water. We are glad to 
see a healthy debate over the merits and 
demerits of bottled water. The dominant 
sentiment is that the student body is ready 
to give up the convenience of bottled wa¬ 
ter in favor of sustainability (Side note: the 
term “sustainability” is frequently thrown 
around and risks being divorced from its 
significance by overuse. We must keep 
in mind that it is not some self-righteous 
goal - it is what we must strive for if we 
want our grandchildren to survive). 
The Bates faculty have responded 
strongly. We received responses from mem¬ 
bers of the biology, sociology, mathemat¬ 
ics, economics, religion, dance, African 
American studies, American cultural stud¬ 
ies, environmental science, women and 
gender studies, education, theater, rhetoric 
and psychology departments. 
Here are a few examples: “I have been 
advocating for this for a long time, and in 
my 18 years at Bates I have learned that real 
change only happens when students take 
charge!” “I love water fountains, and always 
have,” and “the voice of uncommon com¬ 
mon sense emerges.” However, the most 
overwhelming sentiment, voiced in every 
e-mail, was “thank you.” 
There were also concerns voiced about 
the switch from bottle to tap. Some neo¬ 
liberals showed up in the library and said, 
“Don’t intervene in the market.” As an eco¬ 
nomics major, I can assure you that argu¬ 
ment is so flawed I can’t even articulate it 
in 800 words. People worried about the 
feasibility of eliminating bottled water, ask¬ 
ing “what would we use instead5” Well, 
25 years ago Americans survived just fine 
without bottled water, and other schools 
have already banned bottled water on their 
campuses and are doing fine, too. There 
are many other options. One big concern 
was about the taste of tap water, to which 
we respond with science! 
Sixty-three students took a taste test 
in Commons last Wednesday night. They 
drank tap water and bottled water and were 
asked which they preferred. Thirty-one pre¬ 
ferred bottled water and 32 preferred tap 
water. The results were almost perfectly 
even! Only 25 students could correctly 
guess which water was which. Five people 
won sweet reusable metal canteens. What 
does that tell us? Tap water tastes great. It’s 
what we drink in Commons. It’s what we 
drink in our dorms. It will get the job done. 
Not everything needs to be perfumed and 
perfect all the time. 
Another response we received was 
from President Hansen and Christine 
Schwartz. We asked them “to pass a 
campus-wide no-bottled-water policy by 
the beginning of the 2009-2010 academic 
year.” They rejected our request, suggest¬ 
ing “more viable steps we could take, 
short of an absolute ban, which would be 
more likely to succeed.” 
While we appreciate their desire to 
work with us to reduce bottled water at 
Bates, and although we will work with 
them, the “more viable steps” they suggest¬ 
ed are inadequate and would barely make 
a dent in our bottled water consumption. 
We need to take big leaps and have faith 
that even if we stumble we will right our¬ 
selves quickly, rather than allowing timidity 
and convenience to shackle and confine us 
to half-hearted, insufficient baby-steps. 
The reality is that we can do this. It 
would be challenging, but we can, and 
it would make Bates look stellar and feel 
stellar. Take Back the Tap is going to take 
the movement as far as we can this year 
and continue it next year. If you would like 
to help us, there are a few things you can 
do. For one, change habits to reduce your 
own bottled water consumption as much 
as possible. Also, sign the petition next to 
our display in the library and contact us 
at lneely@bates.edu if you wish to join or 
discuss the effort. Discuss this topic - not 
just the particular movement at Bates - but 
bottled water in general, because the topic 
touches upon so many issues central to 
the predicament we humans are in. It is 
through dialogue that we discover where 
we really stand on an issue. 
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200,000 
The number of Euros that Berlin has spent on an “anti-grumpiness” 
campaign, which followed research showing that most outsiders 
think Berlin is a “gruff and ill-tempered place.” 
60 
The age of a dead body delivered to a pet store. The pet 
store had ordered a supply of exotic fish but, due to “a verbal 
miscommunication,” the body was delivered instead. 
The number of 55 gallon trash bags found beside a Florida road. 
Each trash bag was full of marijuana, totaling nearly 65 pounds. 
71 
The age of a man held up at knife-point. He defended himself 
with an ice scraper, causing the thief to flee. 
21 
The number of years a man evaded police until he decided to 
shine a laser pointer at an officer. 
The number of months since Bristol Palin’s baby was bom and 
the number of months that her boyfriend stayed with her after 
the birth. 
Source: www.fark.com 
Share Your Opinion! 
Anyone can write for the Forum section. If you have a 
reaction or opinion you would like printed, please e-mail 
it to awilcox@bates.edu by 6 p.m. on Sundays. 
Better Ingredients. Better Pizza 
ORDERATPAPAJOHNS.COM 
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11 Percent of Students Double Major; 
Minoring on the Rise 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 
When asked if they felt pressure to double 
major, most students said that they didn’t. Some 
even noted that they were advised against dou¬ 
ble-majoring but decided to do so anyway. 
Sophomore Meredith Greenberg, who is also 
double-majoring in political science and studio 
art, wrote, “I have been told many things along 
the lines of: What purpose is there to it? Why do 
that to yourself? Just pick a path.” 
Greenberg stated that any pressure to dou¬ 
ble major came from within: “I truly love both 
disciplines and I know I would have been disap¬ 
pointed in myself had 1 not pushed myself to do 
both majors.” 
However, some students admitted that their 
decision to double major was partially influ¬ 
enced by their perception that ambitious aca¬ 
demic programs were the norm. “I kind of felt 
the pressure to get on top of the game and chal¬ 
lenge myself as much as most people seem to 
be challenging themselves,” said first-year Sabri¬ 
na Minjares, a history and Chinese major. 
When asked to guess what percentage of 
students at Bates graduated with a double major, 
answers ranged from five percent to 65 percent, 
but the average guess was 24 percent - more 
than two times the actual percentage. Although 
some students mentioned that they thought 
many more students attempted to double major 
than actually succeeded, Meserve said that it is 
rare for a student to drop a major or minor after 
they declare. 
Several students expressed that although 
they did not feel pressure to double major, they 
do feel compelled to pick up a minor. 
One senior majoring in political science and 
minoring in Spanish and educational studies, who 
responded on the condition of anonymity, wrote, 
“I do think it is necessary to minor in something at 
least - it is no longer [enough] to ‘only’ major in one 
subject - we are a generation of overachievers!” 
Sophomore Jennelle Lijestrand, a psychol¬ 
ogy major, also decided to minor in Spanish 
rather than take it on as a second major, saying 
that the obligation to write a second thesis was 
the deal-breaker. 
Bates currently offers 32 majors - 22 through 
academic departments and 10 interdisciplinary 
majors - and 25 minors. 
Change in U.S. Mid East Poiicy Unclear 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 
Freeman’s appointment as Chair of the Nation¬ 
al Intelligence Council prompted what Norton 
called a “firestorm” of criticism that came pri¬ 
marily from right-wing supporters of Israel. His 
openness to new ideas and eagerness to ques¬ 
tion everything, including the United States’ con¬ 
troversial support of Israel, caused such a stir 
that Freeman rescinded his name. 
Norton explained the strength of powerful 
Islamist parties in the Middle East as a product 
of their catering to the needy population and 
offering services to people who have no other 
place to turn. While Norton loves to “go out 
and have wine with [secular politicians] and 
chat and schmooze,” they do not command 
meaningful support. 
Egypt is an example of a country “brimming 
with wonderful, warm people” controlled by a 
“petrified regime.” Will Obama break through 
these networks and pursue the interests of the 
more moderate majority? 
'ITie second major issue is the importance of a 
free flow of information between experts and de¬ 
cision-makers. After Norton remarked that Con- 
doleezza Rice was a “disaster, though she might 
have been a good gym buddy,” he emphasized 
the significance of 'the president’s ability to get 
“a fair, candid, unvarnished” version of what was 
occurring in the international community. The 
quality of America’s foreign policy is at stake, ac¬ 
cording to Norton. 
Both speakers highlighted the cultural and 
political complexities of the Middle East. The big¬ 
gest dilemma Obama faces in Iraq, which Tetreault 
called a “humanitarian crisis as well as a foreign pol¬ 
icy conflict,” is “getting out.” Domestic issues in Iraq 
have challenged hopes for the speedy removal of 
troops that Obama expressed during his campaign. 
What will happen, for instance, when the U.S. stops 
providing vital aid to Sunni enclaves that were mo¬ 
bilized during the Sunni “awakening” to demand 
better treatment by the Shia government? 
Tetreault is worried that while Dennis Ross, 
a man of uncompromising attitude toward Iran 
and other Muslim countries, remains the Special 
Advisor for Southeast Asia, the “key policy” in 
the Middle East, the U.S. treatment of Israel, will 
not be apparent to Obama. 
Norton insisted that “we know the solution” 
for the Israeli-Palestinian conflict - “it’s no secret.” 
UN Resolution 242, written in 1967, outlines a 
two-state solution that includes the split of Jeru¬ 
salem into Palestinian and Israeli regions. Nor¬ 
ton believes this is feasible if the United States 
encourages negotiations that do not exclude 
Hamas. Israelis understand the importance of 
taking Hamas seriously, he explained. “You can’t 
negotiate with 60 percent of the Palestinians and 
make a lasting deal.” 
More in tune with the anticipation of real 
change under the Obama administration, Tet¬ 
reault praised Obama’s emphasis on investing in 
alternative sources of energy. On this issue, he 
falls on the “side of the angels,” and she implored 
him to put “HO percent into making it happen.” 
ED Apps Up, Total Apps Down 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 
Bates admissions as “budget-sensitive.” 
The admissions committee reads all applica¬ 
tions without considering financial requests and 
narrows down the applicant pool to a select 
group. At this point, the committee must deter¬ 
mine whether their select group will use up the 
entire financial aid budget without exceeding 
the predetermined figure. Working with Student 
Financial Services, Admissions considers how 
much applicants within the select group would 
need and receive from Bates based on their ex¬ 
pected family contributions. 
The question then becomes, what happens 
if the committee finds themselves over the bud¬ 
get with their selected group? The committee 
does not simply cut anyone whose financial aid 
request would put them over budget, but as 
Mitchell said, “the competition continues” within 
the selected pool. 
In the last six years, the committee has not 
had to make any adjustments to their select¬ 
ed pool because they were on target with the 
budget, which is what it would be like to be 
need-blind. 
“And some years we’ve had to continue 
the competition for sometimes ten or twenty 
or thirty additional students that were over, so 
we have to bring our numbers down by that,” 
Mitchell explained. 
The committee will go back through the 
whole set but “the final committee is essentially 
focused on the financial aid budget so, in terms 
of the financial aid budget, the focus will be on 
the students who have applied for aid. If we’re 
over, in terms of target, the focus will be still on 
any and all students.” 
Admissions deans have stayed in close con¬ 
tact with guidance counselors and leaders of 
community based organizations to try to re¬ 
cruit highly qualified multicultural students. 
This year’s high numbers are in part a result 'of 
these efforts and events like Prologue, held on 
campus in the fall. As for whether an appli¬ 
cant’s race or residency influences admissions 
decisions, Mitchell responded that “of course 
they’re from a state and they have a race, gen¬ 
der and family, [but it’s] more what we know 
about the person.” 
When evaluating applications this year, the 
committee has put particular weight on quality 
of writing. Although the writing sample has 
always been one of the most important com¬ 
ponents of the application, the staff has had 
several discussions about the importance of 
writing in academics at Bates and what strong 
writing reveals about applicants. Likewise, 
the quality of recommendations is taken as a 
“very significant indicator of potential for Bates 
work,” Mitchell explained. 
The interview is often the tip that pushes 
applicants to one side or the other of the fence. 
Because the interview “brings the application to 
life,” Admissions makes it clear to prospective 
students that not interviewing may put them at 
a disadvantage. 
Besides coaches, the debate team, and fac¬ 
ulty in the music, dance, art and theater depart¬ 
ments often make personal connections with 
applicants, eager to recruit them to their respec¬ 
tive programs. 
Intended majors indicated on applications 
are not used in the selection process in the way 
that many larger colleges or universities might 
use it to balance disciplines or build a particular 
department. In fact, several years ago, Mitchell 
calculated that only 20 percent of students were 
nvjoring in the subjects they had indicated on 
their applications. 
Admissions has used the intended major to 
assess the academic future of a student. For 
example, this past week, the admissions com¬ 
mittee was evaluating an applicant who had in¬ 
dicated that he wanted to be pre-med, but his 
grades in high school biology and math were 
low, so they questioned whether he could suc¬ 
ceed in pre-med at Bates. 
Admissions considers the parents’ occupa¬ 
tion for several reasons. Sometimes they are cu¬ 
rious to know how a student from farther away 
geographically heard of Bates and the parents’ 
occupations often shed light on this, especially 
if they teach secondary school or college. They 
also take the parents’ occupations into account 
to determine if the applicant would be a first- 
generation college student. 
Bates College Security Daily Crime Logs 
This Week in Bates History... 
SIMONE PATHE 
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR 
1916 
Robert Frost gave a lecture and reading in 
the chapel after an introduction by President 
Chase in which he asserted that Frost defied the 
popular notion that “no literature of today is of 
any value.” 
1925 
After discussing the role of student publications 
on campus with the staff of The Student, President 
Gray affirmed the value of a student newspaper 
but was “in absolute opposition to any type of 
work, humorous or otherwise, which might cast 
any reflection on the character of Bates.” The Stu¬ 
dent staff and Gray also shared thoughts on begin¬ 
ning a comic magazine, to be called The Bobcat. 
Gray was supportive provided that The Bobcat’s 
content was limited to “wholesome humor” and 
devoid of “suggestive or raw jokes.” 
1932 
Responding to an earlier editorial in The Stu¬ 
dent that called for President Gray to run for Re¬ 
publican nominee for Maine Governor, Gray said 
that he already had a job “which is quite as im¬ 
portant as the one suggested.” Furthermore, he 
lacked the funds necessary to launch a campaign, 
commenting, “no one under the present primary 
law has a Chinaman’s chance of securing a nomi¬ 
nation without the expenditure, entirely legitimate, 
of at least $15,000 to $20,000.” 
1968 
A poll was taken in the dinner line to deter¬ 
mine how students would have voted in the New 
Hampshire primary. Democrat Eugene McCarthy 
won with 163 votes or 30 percent of the total vote. 
Republican nominee Nelson Rockefeller won 151 
votes or 28 percent of the total votes. Of the 531 
students who voted in the poll, 276 voted Repub¬ 
lican and 234 voted Democrat. One member of 
the class of 1970 supported McCarthy because 
“he wants to save this nation before it is too late 
to save anything.” But a member of the class of 
1969 expressed his support for McCarthy more 
cautiously: “He may be more popular, but he is 
against the political machine and it doesn’t look 
good for him.” 
1982 
In a lecture in the chapel, Holocaust survivor 
and author Elie Wiezel predicted that “our planet 
will not make it” to the year 2000 because of the 
threat of nuclear destruction. 
2001 
A column in The Student described mid-March 
as “that time of year when something other than 
three-hour games of Beirut takes precedence over 
our schoolwork.” The columnist was referring to 
the housing lottery, or as he called it, “the process 
of finding a place which one frequents to ward 
off the ill effects of being awake.” Comparing the 
lottery to a “conspiracy akin to the Britney Spears 
breast augmentation scandal,” he maintained that 
the Village was regarded as the best place to live, 
but its residents all “wanted to be the modern day 
Gatsby.” 
Incident Date and Time Location 
Disturbance 
Loud Party 
3/8/09 12:06 a.m. “ Wentworth Adams 
Hall, room 109 
Disturbance 3/8/09 12:12 a.m. 
* 
Wilson House 
Neighborhood 
Complaint 
3/8/09 12:26 a.m. 26 White Street 
Simple Assault 3/8/09 1:50 a.m. Community Center 
Disturbance 5/8/09 10:49 p.m. Wentworth Adams ■/HP Hall 
Dorm 
Damage 
3/10/09 Page Hall 
Dorm 
Damage 
3/12/09 10:27 a.m. Rand Hall 
Disturbance 3/12/09 11:26 p.m. Rand Hall 
Disturbance 3/13/09 9:48 p.m. Rand Hall 
Incident Date and Time Location 
Disturbance 3/13/09 11:22 p.m. Pierce House 
Disturbance 3/13/09 11:35 p.m. Rand Hall 
Theft From 
Buildings .ii 
3/14/09 12:30 a.m. Pierce House 
Narcotics Law 
Violation 
JI3/14/O9 10:34 p.m. John Bertram Hall 
Narcotics I aw 
Violation 
1 3/15/09 1:00 a.m. Frye House, room 21' 
Dorm 
Damage 
3/15/09 1:00 a.m. Frye House, room 21 
Dorm 
Damage 
3/15/09 2:43 a.m. John Bertram Hall 
Theft/Larceny 3/15/09 7:37 p.m. Alumni Gym, locker 
room 
FREE DELIVERY 
WITH THIS COUPON 
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Lewiston Police Department Crime Log 
Incident Report Statistics 
Between Friday 6 March at 7 a.ra. and Friday 13 March 
at 7 a.m. this department responded to 741 calls for 
service. Of those calls, 256 of them were Motor Ve¬ 
hicle Stops. 
Accidents: 36 
Disorderly Disturbances: 40 
Domestic Disputes: 24 
Arrests: 54 
Criminal Mischief 
•A vehicle parked at 1201 Lisbon St: had a cinder 
block thrown through a passenger side window prior 
to 7 p.m. on 11 March. 
•A garage door at Prompto at 1142 Lisbon St. had its 
windows smashed out between 5 p.m. and 9 p.m. on 
7 March. 
•A vehicle parked at 48 Pleasant View Ac res had two 
of its tires slashed ournight Match 6-7 March. 
Thefts 
•A blue Next Bicycle was stolen from 82 Webster $t. 
on 8 March at 1:45 p.m. by a male wearing a brown 
hooded sweatshirt and white shorts. 
•A vehicle parked at 100 Blake St. had license plates- 
stolen from it sometime between 1 December and 13 
Marcfifl 
Burglaries 
•A residence at 807 Main St. was burglarized between 
5 p.m. and i I p.m on 12 March: Entry was gained 
by ah unlocked door, g Plasma TV, MP3 player, and 
digital camera were taken. 
•An apartment at 41 Jefferson St. was burglarized pri¬ 
or to 7 p.m. on 7 March, a Guitar, Playstation, XBox, 
and several games were taken. 
MV Burglaries 
•A vehicle parked in the Southern Gateway Parking 
Garage was burglarized on 6 March at 11:16 p.m. The 
suspects were two white males who were seen in the 
area on foot. 
Operating Under the Influence 
• Jenifer France (37) 7 March at-12:26 a.m. at East 
Ave./Bbston Ave. 1 V 
• Bruce Baldwin (49) on 7 March at 2:03 p.m. at Bates 
St/Ash St. 
•Robert Townson (23) on 8 March at 12:35 a.m. at 
Hower St./Birch St. 
•Lyndsey Davis (21) on 9 March at 2:41 p.m. at 1057 
Sabattus St. 
• Kyle Tyburski (23) on 9 March at 9:36 p.m. at -2 Tan- 
glewood Drive. 
•Anthony Stilkey (64) on 9 March at 7:13 p.m. at 
Pierce St./Walnut St. 
•Karen Coulombe (37) on 11 March at 9:40 p.m. at 
Main St./Frye St. 
•Matthew Stowe (23) on 12 March at 1:05 a.m. at 
Webster St./Walnut St. 
•Eric Purrington (42) on 13 March at 10:27 on Moody 
St./Webster St. 
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Portuguese Table 
7 p.m. - 8 p.m. 
New Commons 116 
Chinese Table 
5 p.m. - 7 p.m. 
New Commons 131 
Housing Lottery: Class of 2011 
7 p.m./Chase Hall 
Figure Drawing 
6 p.m. - 9 p.m. 
Olin Arts Center Room 259 
Mini-Medical School Series: 
6:30 
Pettengill G65 
Auditions for 
“Private Eyes” 
directed by Matt Paul ’09 
7 p.m. 
Gannet Theater 
“From the Campaign Trail 
to the White House: 
Barack Obama’s 
Tough Adjustment” 
Lecture by 
Adam Nagourney, 
chief political reporter for 
The New York Times 
7 p.m. 
Muskie Archives 
“Science in Support of Seagrass Ecosystem Management” 
Seminar by Dr. Hilary Neckles of USGS Patuxent Wildlife 
Research Center 
4:10 p.m./refreshments at 3:45 
Carnegie Lounge, Room 110 
m 
Thursday, March 19 H!!RJRP!I 
“Eyewitness Report Malleability: 
Implications for Eyewitness 
Accuracy and Juror Perceptions” 
Lecture by 
Professor Amy Douglass 
12 p.m. 
Pettengill G21 
lunch will be catered; 
sponsored by 
the Bates Psychology Club 
BCTV Meeting 
6 p.m. 
New Commons 
222 
Hillel Meeting 
6 p.m 
New Commons 
211 
Bates Students Against 
Poverty Meeting 
8:30 p.m 
Pettengill G50 
Helicase Meeting 
9 p.m. - 10 p.m. 
Carnegie 429 
Outing Club Meeting 
6:30 p.m. 
Alumni Gym basement 
Men’s Lacrosse 
vs. Gordon College 
4 p.m./Campus Ave. Field 
Bates 
Democrats 
Meeting 
8 p.m. 
New 
Commons 
221 
Village Club Series 
9 p.m. 
Benjamin Mays Center 
“Wrangling the Gothic Census: 
How Americans Collected Medieval Sculpture” 
Lecture by Susan L. Ward 
7:00 p.m./Olin 104 
reception following 
Latinos Unidos Meeting 
6 p.m. 
Multicultural Center 
Bates Investment Club 
7:30 p.m. 
Pettengill G21 
Secular Student 
Alliance Meeting 
7 p.m. 
Pettengill 116 
Jason Spooner 
Trio 
7 p.m./The Ronj 
Bates Christian Fellowship 
7:30 p.m. 
Chase Hall - Hirasawa Lounge 
Bates Dance Club Meeting 
8 p.m. 
Pettengill G63 
Japanese Table 
5 p.m. - 7 p.m. 
New Commons 116 
French Table 
5 p.m. - 7 p.m. 
New Commons 131 
Reading by author Sarah Manguso, 
from her memoir “The Two Kinds of Decay” 
Lecture by Susan L. Ward 
7:30 p.m./Chase Hall — Skelton Lounge 
Residents from Blake Street Towers, a Lewiston Housing 
Authority Complex, visit Bates for lunch 
11 a.m. 
New Commons 
come chat with residents 
Friday, March 20 
ELL (English Language 
Learning) Table 
12 p.m. - 1 p.m. 
New Commons 226 
Shabbat with Hillel 
5:45 p.m. 
Frye Street Union 
Lecture by 
Stephanie Blackwood 
5 p.m. 
Muskie Archives 
sponsored by OUTfront 
Filmboard Presents: 
The Curious Case of Benjamin Button 
7 p.m. and 9:30 p.m. 
Olin 104 
International Club Coffee House 
7:30 p.m. 
Chase Hall 
Performances include a bollywood dancer, a 
sword-balancing belly dance, some hip hip an¬ 
tics and plenty more! 
Junot Diaz: Pulitzer Prize winning author of “The Brief Wondrous Life of Oscar Woa” and “Drown” 
4:30 p.m./ Benjamin Mays Center 
Related activities include lunch with faculty and staff at 12 p.m. in New Commons 221 and the Creole Table at 6 p.m. in the Multicultural Center. The 
series highlights contemporary Afro-Latino/a scholars and artists who focus on topics including Afro-Latino/a identity, politics, culture, literature 
and history. 
Dating Doctor 
David Coleman 
8 p.m. 
Benjamin Mays Center 
Men’s Tennis 
vs. Southern Maine 
5 p.m. 
Wallach Tennis Center 
Saturday, March 21 Sunday, March 22 
Monday, March 23- ■■ TiiTyd ; ; ' d 
“The Universe” 
Video Showing 
7 p.m. - 8 p.m. 
Carnegie Science 204 
International Club Meeting 
5 p.m. 
New Commons 131 
College Key 
Presentation by 
Dave Lounsbury ’72 
combat surgeon 
recently returned 
from Iraq 
7:30 p.m. 
Chase Hall Lounge 
Bates Book Club 
9 p.m. -10 p.m. 
Hirasawa Lounge 
BCSG Meeting 
7 p.m. 
New Commons 221 
Spanish Table 
5 p.m. - 7 p.m. 
New Commons 226 
Women of Power 
Panel Discussion: 
Marfa Inofuentes 
(afro-Bolivian 
cultural activist) 
& 
Rosana Silva 
Chagas 
(afro-Brazilian 
political activist) 
4:15 p.m. 
Mays Center 
Want to advertise an 
event on this calendar? 
E-mail agoldst2@bates.edu with title, 
time, place and a brief description. 
Submissions are due the Sunday 
prior to publication by 6 p.m. 
. 
Tuesday, March 24 
EnviroLunch Series: 
Community Supported Agriculture 
12:10 p.m. 
Muskie Room 
. 
Public Works in Progress Series: 
Tuesday, March 17, 2009 7 
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Crossing the Derbies I We’re Manly ManMen 
SARAH DUNN 
ASSISTANT ARTS & LIVING EDITOR 
Barely audible at times over the excited 
cheers of a rowdy, late-night crowd were the 
sounds of the Bates co-ed a cappella group 
the Crosstones, joined by Brown University’s 
The Brown Derbies, in Schaffer Theater, Fri¬ 
day night. Despite frequent catcalls and the 
outlandish commentary from an audience 
that exceeded 300, the sounds of talented 
vocalists resounded in the auditorium, de¬ 
livering a collaboration that never ceased to 
impress or entertain. 
The collaborative concert came about 
through the realization of personal connec¬ 
tions - the Crosstones’ President Tyler Infe- 
lise found himself in the company of Brown 
Derby member Stephan Wollenburg. The two 
bonded once discovering an overlap in their 
romantic histories, not to mention their mutu¬ 
al love of a cappella. After the initial encoun¬ 
ter, these two avid a cappella groups, The 
Brown Derbies and The Crosstones remained 
in contact, eventually determining last Friday 
as the night of their epic joint performance. 
The Crosstones kicked off the show with 
friendly, familiar faces and new tunes. The 
group introduced recently arranged num¬ 
bers such as Coldplay's “Viva La Vida” and 
“All The Things That I’ve Done” by the Kill¬ 
ers, featuring soloists Nick Blomberg ’ll and 
Matt Paul ’09, respectively. One may never 
have guessed the newness of these songs, 
for the Crosstones’ harmonies appeared ef¬ 
fortless and their enthusiasm was contagious. 
Blomberg arranged “Viva La Vida” while Infe- 
lise and Jason Tsichlis ’09 of the Manic Opti¬ 
mists collaborated to arrange “All The Things 
That I’ve Done.” 
While the new songs were undeniably 
entertaining, it seems The Crosstones’ perfor- 
The Crosstones break it down at the bridge of 
“Cry Me A River.” Senior Tyler Infelise and sopho¬ 
more Ethan Waldman rap around sophomore 
Jasmine Beane, the soloist for the arrangement. 
The Brown Derbies of Brown University 
conclude their performance of Justin Timber- 
lake’s “What Goes Around” on Saturday night. 
mance of “Cry Me a River,” an older song that 
Blomberg arranged in the fall, was unques¬ 
tionably the crowd favorite. The audience 
bellowed as soloist Jasmine Beane ’ll sang 
the lyrics of Justin Timberlake with her own 
twist, accompanied by a backdrop of hilari¬ 
ous choreography and vocal support. 
As the Crosstones made their exit, the 
Brown Derbies entered to outcries of, “Al¬ 
right, Brown University, show me. some¬ 
thing!” and the men, all clad in dark brown 
vests and, of course, brown derby hats, un¬ 
doubtedly delivered. They performed a set 
of songs quite different from those of the 
Crosstones; aside from their own JT rendition 
of “What Goes Around,” they refrained from 
performing recently released pop songs and 
instead showcased a unique set with perfect 
harmony and utter hilarity. 
“Their arrangements blend seamlessly 
together resonating open sounds (‘orgasmic 
ahhs’ if you will) and idiosyncratic male she¬ 
nanigans to produce way more than simply a 
‘doo wop’ song,” Infelise said. “I would love 
to know how they started a song in perfect 
harmony after pretending to be a jungle full 
of monkeys, but that will have to remain a 
mystery. They really are the total package 
and wowed The Crosstones and the crowd 
with their sometimes clean-cut, sometimes 
crazy, sometimes flamboyant yet always stel¬ 
lar performance.” 
For those fortunate enough to bear wit¬ 
ness, the collaboration truly was a treat. Both 
schools showcased incredible vocal talent, 
comedic personalities and a passion for mu¬ 
sic, making the night a successful celebration 
of a cappella. One can only hope such musi¬ 
cal combinations will continue, providing a 
taste of the musical talent that thrives on and 
off the Bates campus. 
ZOE ROSENTHAL 
STAFF WRITER 
Birthed by the Deansmen and the Manic 
Optimists, Sunday evening bore the Man- 
Men, the first ever collaborative perfor¬ 
mance from Bates’ two all-male a cappella 
groups. In the hour leading up to 8 p.m. in 
Olin Arts Center, an eager crowd began to 
gather for the chance to grab a seat as early 
possible. The unprecedented partnership 
was described to the audience humorously 
as developing through a “Romeo and Juliet” 
love affair resulting in the large, conjoined 
group. While the idea of a collaborative 
concert could have “easily failed,” said Man¬ 
ic Optimists member Jason Tschillis ’09, the 
two groups began rehearsals together just a 
few weeks ago, after overwhelming excite¬ 
ment from both sets of performers. 
Featuring songs from the two individual 
groups as well as several joint pieces, the 
concert opened with a well-received pre¬ 
sentation of Haddaway’s “What is Love” and 
culminated with each singer bobbing his 
head in unison, recognizable as the famous 
“A Night at the Roxbury” dance move. 
The show played on the stereotypical 
“personalities” of the individual groups, a 
division that was immediately visible from 
each singer’s ensemble. The Deansmen, a 
Bates College institution since 1957, wore 
traditional tuxedos as they performed, while 
the more off-beat Manic Optimists wore ca¬ 
sual, brightly colored sneakers. The two 
groups exhibited a playful, healthy rival¬ 
ry with a staged “dance off” to determine 
whether the Deansmen or the Manic Opti¬ 
mists would be the first to perform. 
Stripping off their suit jackets, the 
Deansmen joined the Manic Optimists to 
sing Aretha Franklin’s “Respect” to kick off 
the last portion of the evening. With over 
20 men, the large group sang three crowd¬ 
pleasing pieces, ranging from upbeat pop 
hits to slower ballads. For their finale, the 
“ManMen” performed The Who’s “Pinball 
Wizard,” complete with the most elaborate 
choreography of the night. 
When asked about the prospect of a fu¬ 
ture “ManMen” concert, Tschillis said that 
informally it seemed both the Deansmen 
and the Manic Optimists were pleased with 
the results of the show and that there had 
been talk of a possible performance during 
short term. 
LOUISA DEMMITT/THE BATES STUDENT 
The Deansmen and the Manic Optimists perform the Deansmen's arrangement of “Pinball 
Wizard," an older yet popular Deansmen song. Sunday night, the groups combined in their 
first collaborative concert, birthing the ManMen. While the ManOps and the Deansmen each 
performed their separate sets, the ManMen also joined to perform each other’s songs. 
Vicki Howard: Best in Style 
KELLY COX 
STAFF WRITER 
Senior Vicki Howard’s style exudes 
femininity and a laid-back personality. 
This “fashionista” from Berwyn, Penn., 
just outside of Philadelphia, adds an ele¬ 
ment of beauty to the Bates campus with' 
her sleek yet comfortable flair. 
Howard acquires her stylish cloth¬ 
ing items from a variety of sources. 
She frequents big-name stores, such as 
Urban Outfitters and American Appar¬ 
el. A bargain hunter at heart, Howard 
also gets her treasures from smaller- 
scale fountains of fashion like T.J. Max, 
various boutiques and her sister’s col¬ 
lection. Howard also tends to dip into 
her roommate, senior Julie McMillan’s, 
closet. With a vast amount of choices, 
Howard’s saucy styles are rarely seen 
on any other Batesie. 
Howard, an English and French 
double major, is pursuing a concentra¬ 
tion in creative writing. As clothing is 
the most frequently observed medium 
of self-expression, Howard is able to ex¬ 
ercise her creativity through her unique 
outfits and through the clothing she has 
helped design. Howard shows Bates 
pride by Sporting water polo shirts cre- 
ated by fellow members of the Bates 
water polo team. These spunky and 
brightly colored T-shirts feature catchy 
slogans and depict our mascot swim¬ 
ming for a water polo ball. 
Howard’s love for fashion has influ¬ 
enced her choice of summer jobs. How¬ 
ard worked at Anthropology one sum¬ 
mer, where she was able to add to her 
chic clothing collection with the aid of an 
employee discount. 
Howard understands the power of 
the color black. Her favorite color, black 
is a dominant theme in Howard’s style 
which exhibits her sophisticated and 
funky dress. Combining these two styles, 
McMillan termed Howard’s style into one 
word: “sophisti-funk,” a combination of 
sophisticated and funky. 
Howard’s style has changed as she 
has over the course of her life. As a 
child, Howard and her sister would put 
on fashion shows, adorning themselves 
with Venetian blind glasses and silver 
high heels. In high school, Howard tried 
to dress according to the trends, as did 
everyone. Howard’s style has changed 
since she’s been at Bates. 
“I studied abroad in Paris, and 
that has affected my style. I definite¬ 
ly dress up more and wear a lot of 
heels,” said Howard. 
Howard said that the item she owns 
with the most sentimental value is a pair 
of black, two-and-a-half-inch heeled 
booties that tie in the back and have 
been worn down by love. She found 
these shoes for the bargain price of 25 
euros while studying French film and 
literature during a fall semester abroad. 
Howard currently stores ten pairs of 
shoes in her room, one which is the first 
pair of rubber-toed L.L. Bean boots that 
she purchased. 
Howard donates her excess and out¬ 
grown clothing to Planet Aid, a non-profit 
organization that recycles clothing depos¬ 
ited in more than 7,000 boxes in North 
America to developing countries in Africa 
and Asia. Along with a social conscience, 
Howard also keeps in mind the future of 
her fashion - how her closet will change 
when she gets a “real job” and how her 
clothing will be more of a presentation of 
her career after graduation. 
“Vicki always looks like she. looked 
in the mirror before she left our room,” 
added McMillan. 
Howard’s delight in vogue as well 
as the notable effort put into each outfit 
presents her as a perfect candidate for 
this week’s Best in Style. 
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Andy Cohen Releases First Album 
JESSIE SAWYER 
MANAGING ARTS & LIVING EDITOR 
It is often said that “the apple doesn’t 
fall far from the tree.” That is certainly 
the case with Robert Cohen 79 and 
his sons Andy and Robbie Cohen, who 
have just produced a CD together, fus¬ 
ing their musical talents. 
The solo album, entitled “Andy Co¬ 
hen: Mixed Emotions,” was released 
earlier this winter. Robert wrote 14 of 
the 16 songs on the alljum and is also 
the executive producer of the project. 
Andy, a sophomore at Middlebury, sings 
lead vocals on his first solo album 
and his older brother, Robbie sings 
backup vocals. Robbie is a senior 
at Colgate and performs with an 
all-male a cappella group called 
The Colgate Thirteen. 
The band for “Andy Cohen: 
Mixed Emotions” is comprised 
of individual musicians that 
the Cohens know from Min¬ 
neapolis, Minn., with Peter 
Johnson on drums and per¬ 
cussion, David Singley and 
Gary Rue on guitar and 
Seth Turner on keyboard. 
Donnie LaMarca plays 
keyboard for track 10, 
“On The Other Side.” 
Carolyn Mortell also 
sings backup vocals. 
“They are a very 
accomplished group, 
having toured in their indi¬ 
vidual careers with some very well- 
known bands and musicians. Andy 
is in the process of putting together a 
band at college to perform his music 
there,” Robert said. 
“Mixed Emotions” connotes not 
only a spectrum of emotions but also 
a wide range of music. The album 
has an eclectic sound, displaying dif¬ 
ferent musical genres and ranges. The 
Cohen brothers currently live in Eden 
Prairie, Minn., but grew up in Sugar 
Land, Texas. Their southern roots defi¬ 
nitely come through in several of the 
songs on the new album. Many of the 
sounds are on the softer yet upbeat 
side and have the calming attitude of 
jazz, as well as the sound of light rock. 
The tenor-alto harmonies of Andy and 
Mortell in songs like “Only You” and 
“The End” make for a lulling yet in¬ 
triguing sound. Track three, entitled 
“Putting Distance,” has the energy of 
pop country rock, as the Cohen broth¬ 
ers duet with edge. Rap is interspersed 
between the melodies against a coun¬ 
try backdrop. Track six, “Get Right to 
Your Heart,” kicks up the tempo, incor¬ 
porating a jazz-like keyboard backing 
alongside country rock. 
The variation in sound and style 
allows for the album to appeal to a 
wide audience. 
“I view the sound of the CD as dif¬ 
ferent song by song. We put a lot of 
effort into making sure that there was 
a hook in each song and something 
a little different to listen for,” Robert 
said. “The CD was meant to include 
something for everyone, with pop, 
rock and country songs. Several of the 
musicians are very accomplished jazz 
players, so occasionally you may hear 
some jazz overtones buried in a rock 
or pop song.” 
Robert currently is the president 
and C.E.O. of a pharmaceutical com¬ 
pany but has a passion for writing and 
making music. He wishes he could 
write songs full time. 
“As Andy’s career takes off, maybe 
this will be possible. Put a wig on me, 
keep the lights low, and maybe I can sing 
back-up on his first stadium tour," Rob¬ 
ert said, joking around that a 51-year- 
old voice did not belong on the album. 
Andy and Robbie follow in the musical 
footsteps of their father. 
Working with his sons on this CD 
has allowed Robert to pursue his pas¬ 
sion. Since he was old enough to talk, 
he loved to sing. He sung and played 
keyboard in bands consistently from 
the time he was 15 to about 10 years 
ago. Robert, a former two-year editor- 
in-chief of The Bates Student, was also 
a member of the Deansmen, who 
were founded the year 
that Robert was 
born. Robert 
also was the leader of 
the Hubcaps, a ’50s band spin-off 
from the Deansmen that performed 
280 College Street following a Deans¬ 
men reunion concert two years ago 
after a 25-year hiatus. 
“Just that being able to work with 
Andy on turning something about 
which we both are passionate into a 
full-blown musical production has 
been a true joy. Both Robbie and 
Andy are extremely talented musi¬ 
cians,” Robert said. 
Singing around the piano has al¬ 
ways been an enjoyable bonding 
activity for the Cohen family.' The 
Hubcaps were perhaps a kickoff in¬ 
spiration for the Cohen brothers, who 
first learned to sing simple ’50s music 
with their father. As they got older, 
they learned more complicated music 
and harmonization. 
“It was tremendous to see them 
both come into their own musically 
first in high school and then in college,” 
Robert said. “This CD is the next big 
step. I can’t wait to see where it leads. 
It’s great to follow your dreams.” 
Robert has written songs as a hob¬ 
by for many years, never originally in¬ 
tending to write music professionally. 
He has started writing many songs that 
have gone unfinished; however, when 
he and Andy collaborated on the CD, 
Andy chose his favorites for Robert to 
complete for the album. They jokingly 
called the project the “PlayCohen” cata¬ 
log, which is a reference to the film, 
“That Thing You Do.” 
The collaboration of the Cohen 
brothers melded a wide spread of mu-, 
sical ideas, driving Robert’s music writ¬ 
ing to expand beyond his own style to 
tailor to Andy’s musical vision. 
“[Andy] also wanted certain styles 
of music that I didn’t have, so I wrote 
several new songs for the CD. He then 
started writing and wrote two of the 
songs. The songs really have no re¬ 
lationship to each other,” Robert said. 
“Strangely, when I write, I really don’t 
think about a topic or message in ad¬ 
vance. I sit down at the piano, start 
playing some chord progressions that 
I think sound either good or unique, 
and the words just sort of come to me. 
I write by singing.” ■ 
Robert finds that while the Cohens’ 
audience may dissect his lyrics to find 
the message, the real meaning in each 
song should come from listeners. 
’’The fact that many people relate to 
the songs in entirely different ways is 
one of the cool aspects of writing mu¬ 
sic,” Robert said. “About the only song 
that I ever wrote with a predetermined 
message is one that I just finished. It 
is about the tragedy of the current eco¬ 
nomic crisis and its toll on families, 
and was inspired by an ar¬ 
ticle in the Wall Street Jour¬ 
nal saying that ‘Brother, Can 
You Spare A Dime?’ was the 
anthem of the Great Depres¬ 
sion, but that there was no 
song for our current economic 
problems. I thought that this 
was a pretty easy problem to 
fix. Maybe it will be on Andy’s 
next album. I always have to be 
careful that I am writing music for 
someone [his] age and not mine.” 
While Robert would love to be 
on stage again, he said that “it’s time 
for the next generation,” passing the 
microphone to Andy and Robbie. 
Andy wrote the music and lyrics 
for two songs included in the album 
- track two, “(No More) Talk of Rain” 
and track 13, “Count on Me.” “(No 
More) Talk of Rain” incorporates an 
Andy-Mortell duet that fuses a softer 
pop/rock sound with gospel styl¬ 
ing. The male and female harmonies 
converse with each other, alternating 
and coming together to build a soft 
yet powerful product. The guitar and 
keyboard backing to the song are 
reminiscent of the sound style in Eric 
Clapton’s “Wonderful Tonight” and 
Joe Cocker’s “Have a Little Help from 
Your Friends.” 
“Count on Me” is more rock and 
roll with the sound of a modern-day 
version of The Eagles combined with 
country flare. The song showcases the 
Cohen brothers and Mortell. Robbie 
sings a clear high range that reaches 
up to the lower range of a soprano and 
tests his falsetto. When Mortell comes 
in at the end, the song reaches a high 
point in a strong, upbeat trio. 
Andy performs frequently with 
the Dissapated Eight all-male a cap¬ 
pella group at Middlebury. He is 
currently putting together a band 
which he hopes performs his mu¬ 
sic. He also plans on doing some 
solo performances in the future. 
Andy would like to make a career of 
his singing and the CD is his first step 
toward a dream, introducing his voice 
and diverse style to the world. 
“For me, singing is one of those 
things that makes life so special,” 
Andy wrote in the bio for his album 
on cdbaby.com. “The fact that wher¬ 
ever you are, no matter how old you 
are, you can open your mouth and 
music comes out is such an amazing 
thing and one of the main reasons 
that I love to sing. No matter how 
hectic life gets, when I sit down at a 
piano and sing, everything else seems 
to fade away.” 
Visit http://cdbaby. com/cd/andyco- 
hen to hear samplings of each track of 
“Mixed Emotions’' and for more informa¬ 
tion on Andy Cohen and his new album. 
DJ of the Week: Tahira Khalid 
ELIZABETH ROWLEY 
ASSISTANT ARTS & LIVING EDITOR 
“I just wanted to let you know your 
^mom’s not the only one listening,” ex¬ 
claimed one of junior Tahira Khalid’s 
> enthused listeners during her first-ever 
>WRBC time slot. 
“My first radio show was from 6 to 
>8 a.m. I used to always say into the 
^mic, 1 know probably no one’s listen- 
ring to me, just my mom in New York,”’ 
> Khalid explained 
Since that time, Khalid has hosted 
>a radio show every semester she has 
>been at Bates, making this her seventh. 
^Khalid knows her way around the sta¬ 
tion and stands out as DJ of the Week. 
>No longer a novice and having racked 
>up listeners along the way, Khalid re¬ 
members what it felt like to be new to 
>the station. 
“It still surprises me when peo- 
>ple call; I try and keep that state of 
rinind. I remember my first day ever 
>1 had planned out the entire playlist. 
>Everyone has that same fear, it just 
£gets easier.” 
Currently, Khalid hosts a show en¬ 
titled “South Indie,” on-air Thursdays 
HO p.m. to 12 a.m. The word South 
>in her show’s title eludes to a prevail¬ 
ing trend in Khalid’s life. She studied 
f abroad in South America and her fam- 
>ily is originally from South Asia al¬ 
though Khalid was born and raised in 
I South Brooklyn. 
“Originally I was playing South 
Asian music and Indie music so I just 
combined them,” Khalid said. She plays 
more Indie music, however, due to the 
slow trickle of new South Asian music 
into the WRBC station. 
About 50 percent of the music 
Khalid plays is new. She likes to live 
dangerously, grabbing CDs off the new 
rack and often playing them on-air 
without previewing them. 
“I’m very risky, sometimes it’s not 
so good and sometimes it’s great. I 
play a lot of music and I talk a little 
bit. If I play an artist who I’ve seen in 
concert, I talk about it.” 
Khalid took advantage of her time 
abroad to similarly explore her interest 
in music. 
“I saw Animal Collective live in 
Buenos Aries. Animal Collective is 
a bit weird, but after Merriweather 
Post Pavilion [their latest album] I like 
them a lot more,” Khalid said, ad¬ 
dressing the accessibility of Animal 
Collective’s latest, in comparison to 
their previous albums. 
Khalid went on to mention another 
memorable concert as well as some of 
her favorite musicians. 
“I really love Wolf Parade. I saw them 
in Brooklyn last summer. It was fantas¬ 
tic, one of the best concerts of my life.” 
Khalid mentioned Someone Still Loves 
You Boris Yeltzin, Beirut, Lykke Li and 
Santigold as other standout favorites. 
“I think music is such a good rep¬ 
resentation of yourself, so it’s really < 
good to just be yourself when you’re < 
on-air,” Khalid remarked, laughing, 
“It’s kind of weird to say but I think< 
it’s true.” 
She proves this philosophy by< 
sharing her favorite musicians and< 
musical experiences with her listen-j 
ers and by maintaining an upbeat and< 
outgoing approach to broadcasting. 
<*. 
JUDSON PECK/THE BATES STUDENT 
WRBC DJ Tahira Khalid, a junior, puts 
the same effort into every show without 
knowing how many people are listening 
A Curious Case 
of Skillful Filmmaking 
HILLARY FINK 
STAFF WRITER 
People often say “youth is wasted on 
the , young.” Not so in the case of Benja¬ 
min Button, a man bom “under unusual 
circumstances.” While the rest of the 
world around him ages normally, he ages 
in reverse. “The Curious Case of Benja¬ 
min Button,” staning Brad Pitt, takes on 
the difficult task of turning this seemingly 
bizarre plot device into a powerful film 
that faces death and celebrates life. 
The film’s true story is not about Ben¬ 
jamin’s reverse aging. It is the love story 
between Benjamin and Cate Blanchett’s 
Daisy. The pair meets when they are both 
young and they have an instant connec¬ 
tion. However, ,their love is impossible 
because Benjamin has the mind of a child 
but the body of an elderly man, arthri¬ 
tis and all. Their paths continue to cross 
as they go through life until they finally 
“meet in the middle” in their 40s. How¬ 
ever, for this love story, a happy ending 
is impossible, because while Daisy con¬ 
tinues to age, Benjamin will eventually 
inhabit the body of a child. 
Benjamin’s story is told through 
flashbacks. The film opens with a 
woman saying goodbye to her dying 
mother in a New Orleans hospital. We 
learn that this is Daisy, still played by 
Blanchett but under an astounding 
amount of makeup, and as her dying 
wish, she asks her daughter to read 
the diary that Benjamin had left to her. 
Daisy’s daughter hears the story as .the 
audience does, with the action periodi¬ 
cally returning to the present day dur¬ 
ing which Hurricane Katrina is begin¬ 
ning to unfold. 
Director David Fincher’s use of the di¬ 
ary as a device is inspired, as it allows us 
to see only the most important parts of 
Benjamin’s life without the plot seeming 
jumbled or the cuts from scene to scene 
abrupt. We see Benjamin’s most signifi¬ 
cant experiences -being abandoned be¬ 
cause of his grotesque appearance, being 
raised by Queenie (Taraji P. Henson, in a 
performance deserving of her Oscar nom¬ 
ination), working on a tugboat, traveling 
the world and meeting an assortment of. 
fascinating characters. 
There had been previous attempts to 
make this movie throughout the ’90s, but 
it was determined that it was best to wait 
until the quality of special effects could im¬ 
prove. This was a wise decision. We don’t 
actually see Brad Pitt until well into the 
movie. Instead, a doctored version of his 
face is superimposed onto the bodies of 
other actors. This could have been disas¬ 
trous, as a botched attempt would have 
made it difficult to take the film seriously. 
“The Curious Case of Benjamin But¬ 
ton” is a film with a message, and this is 
where it occasionally gets into trouble. 
Pitt’s voiceovers, meant to be from Ben¬ 
jamin’s diary, often seem like they could 
be found in the kind of overly inspiration 
quote books sold at Hallmark. A little goes 
a long way when it comes to ruminating 
on life and death, and “Button” goes a bit 
trio far in this respect. Flowever, for the 
most part, Fincher keeps this story from 
being a saccrine tearjerker and instead 
tells a poignant story in an artful fashion. 
Roaring Review. 4 out of 5 Bobcats 
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Exploring the Sushi Mecca 
LAURA BAUGHMAN 
RESTAURANT CRITIC 
Sushi is one of those foods that 
motivates admirers to drive to loca¬ 
tions far and wide, so I feel pretty 
lucky that Maine’s sushi Mecca, Port¬ 
land, is a mere 45 minutes from Bates. 
This past Saturday’s mild weather in¬ 
spired my friends and me to venture 
down to Portland’s breezy waterfront 
and to Sapporo, one of the city’s most 
popular Japanese restaurants. 
Upon entering Sapporo, diners are 
greeted by an unfortunate strong fish 
odor, but the smell is quickly forgotten 
when eyes alight on the incredible vari¬ 
ety of fresh seafood on display along a 
wooden sushi bar whose rich mahogany 
color is replicated throughout the dining 
room. My friends and I were seated in a 
second, more 
modem din¬ 
ing area where 
large glass win¬ 
dows look out 
onto pictur¬ 
esque Commer¬ 
cial Street. The 
atmosphere 
wasn’t the least 
bit fishy. 
Sapporo 
offers a long 
list of tantaliz¬ 
ing appetizers, 
but we stuck 
with the ba¬ 
sics. Seaweed 
salad was a 
light start to 
the meal. Perfectly crisp and crunchy, 
the small salad achieved what an appe¬ 
tizer is meant to - it tantalized my taste 
buds with a hint of the deliciousness 
that lay ahead. Miso soup came free 
with cooked entrees and sushi combos, 
and the Miso at Sapporo was without a 
doubt the best I have ever tasted, with 
a flavorful broth that didn’t have a hint 
of fishy aftertaste. 
For non-sushi eaters, Sapporo of¬ 
fers a long list of cooked entrees, in¬ 
cluding standard teriyaki and noodle 
choices. The chicken and vegetable 
tempura was covered in the lightest 
and crispiest of batters that did not 
overpower the moist chicken or deli¬ 
cate pieces of sweet potato, eggplant 
and broccoli. The artful presentation of 
the dish helped the more timid eater 
of our group to feel as though she was 
having a dining experience that was as 
special and exotic as that of the rest of 
the table. 
Sapporo offers a huge variety of 
sashimi and nigiri options, but the 
menu’s rather limited number of spe¬ 
cial maki rolls may disappoint. The 
restaurant’s sushi combinations are a 
great value. Combo number four was 
a standout, with fresh salmon and tuna 
sashimi, a California roll and the special 
roll of the day - a delicious yellowtail 
and scallion creation - all presented 
in a manner reminiscent of sculptural 
art. Other excellent choices were the 
crunchy and refreshing mackerel and 
ginger roll, the whimsical caterpillar 
roll (a hearty helping of avocado, eel 
and sweet sauce), and the beautiful but 
simple rainbow roll, a colorful creation 
of shrimp, yellowtail, salmon and eel. 
Falling short was the sorely disap¬ 
pointing cooked yellowtail and garlic 
roll, whose special dipping sauce bare¬ 
ly helped to disguise the yellowtail’s 
severely dry texture and unpleasant 
fishy aftertaste. 
The alligator 
roll, which had 
shrimp tempura 
inside and avoca¬ 
do and eel on the 
outside, was cut 
into impossibly 
huge pieces that 
easily unraveled 
and made for a 
frustrating eat¬ 
ing experience 
where it was dif¬ 
ficult to appreci¬ 
ate the wonder¬ 
ful combination 
of flavors. 
Dessert is 
usually an after¬ 
thought at Japanese restaurants, so I 
was pleasantly surprised with Sapporo’s 
large selection of interesting desserts. 
Red bean mochi ice cream was plated 
with actual red beans, which jazzed 
up the simple dessert. Apple harumaki 
consisted of delicate, lightly fried spring 
rolls filled with a cinnamon apple mix¬ 
ture and was served with rich French 
vanilla ice cream and beautiful fresh 
strawberries. The special of the day was 
a rich German pound cake served with 
a drizzling of chocolate sauce and a 
generous swirl of homemade whipped 
cream that helped disguise the cake’s 
slightly dry texture. 
Sapporo is a chic eating spot with 
excellent service and generous servings 
of sushi that makes the place an excel¬ 
lent value. Accustomed to the some¬ 
times stingy portions at Miyako in Free¬ 
port, I ordered three inexpensive rolls 
and could barely finish half my dinner. 
For an excellent dinner in a beautiful 
part of Portland, Sapporo is definitely 
worth the drive. 
LAURA BAUGHMAN/THE BATES STUDENT 
Combo Number Four at Portland’s Sapporo 
consists of tuna and salmon sashimi, 
yellowtail scallion rolls and California rolls. 
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SexonTV 
...Sounds 
Good to Me 
Bates Sex Columnist 
Makes It Past Round 
One in MTV’s “Real 
World” Auditions 
TAMARA WYZANSKI 
SEX COLUMNIST 
If you read my article last week 
about the Grand View Topless Cof¬ 
fee Shop, you may remember that 
I wrote that taking off my shirt for 
some extra tips was neither my 
personal life goal nor something I 
hoped to do with my Bates College 
B.A. in women and gender Studies. 
Aside from being ironic, I think I 
might just feel plain old useless 
without using my brain. 
However, something else 
(something brainless as well) is of 
interest to me and an opportunity 
that I would seriously consider do¬ 
ing after I graduate from Bates. It is 
being one of the eight (not seven) 
housemates on MTV’s Real World. 
While you don’t necessarily have 
to take off your shirt to be on the 
TV program, it is inevitable that 
hook-ups and sex will be recorded 
by MTV’s video crew and in turn 
displayed on national television in 
the episodes. While my body and 
breasts will not be used for direct 
pay, and any naked parts will be 
blurred out, my body and sexual 
encounters will be used for enter¬ 
tainment and publicity yet no pay. 
Over February break, bored 
and messing around on mtv.com, 
I searched where the casting calls 
were for the 21st season of “Real 
World.” Filming starts in July 2009 
and the location of the show is 
yet to be determined. As you 
may recall you used to have to 
send in a homemade video, but 
the rules have changed and now 
they accept pictures & emails 
with short biographies. 
I picked out a few photos: one 
of me studying abroad in Turkey 
with a head scarf on, one of me 
bungee jumping in South Africa, 
one of me out at night with an alco¬ 
holic drink in hand and one of me 
at a March to End the War in Wash¬ 
ington DC. I wrote my biography 
to sell myself; milking the fact that 
I am a dual citizen as American and 
Turkish, half Muslim yet half Jewish 
and that I the last thing I want is to 
be jobless in July, or, even worse, 
working a job that I hate. 
I’m not the one who jumps at 
the chance to self-video tape dur¬ 
ing sex; I wasn’t interested in Kim 
Kardashian and Ray J’s sex tap ei¬ 
ther. And I feel creepy even watch¬ 
ing people on the “Real World” get 
it on in their bedrooms, however I 
am desperate for something to do 
next year that will be fun, inter¬ 
esting, crazy and out of character 
for a Bates College graduate (let’s 
be honest, have you ever seen a 
NESCAC grad on the show?). So 
of course, when I got a call back 
via email on Thursday, March 12 
to come and interview in person 
in Hartford, Conn, on March 21, I 
jumped at the chance and immedi¬ 
ately informed the casting director 
that I would be there. 
If I make it past round two of 
the casting maybe I’ll find myself 
making it past round three, four 
and five until I find myself on the 
air plane to some exotic city to live 
in an amazing house. Maybe I’ll 
be a prude and refrain from sex 
on TV. Maybe I’ll be the quiet, re¬ 
served one in the corner who never 
gets crazy in the hot tub or has a 
drunken hook up. Or maybe, just 
maybe, I’ll prove that sex on TV 
sounds good to me. 
A Rose for Avi & Celia 
A Village Club Series Dual Performance 
ELIZABETH ROWLEY 
ASSISTANT ARTS & LIVING EDITOR 
Charlie Parker once said, “Music is 
your own experience, your own thoughts, 
your wisdom. If you don’t live it, it won’t 
come out of your horn. They teach you 
there’s a boundary line to music. But, 
man, there’s no boundary line to art.” 
These are wise words from a talented 
man and valuable advice to musicians of 
all levels. Jason Spooner, a talented mu¬ 
sician himself, truly understands the sig¬ 
nificance of personal experience and of 
living for your passion. Spooner plays in 
a trio set to perform this Thursday at the 
Ronj at 7 p.m. 
Spooner’s musical career. has been 
varied and full. Having worked for a re¬ 
cord label early on, he has experienced 
the duality of performance and bureau¬ 
cracy in the world of music. Spooner’s 
perspective is unique and he has gained 
significant recognition for his musical tal¬ 
ent both independently and in the context 
of his band 
“I played in bands in high school and 
in college,” Spooner said. “I lived on a lake 
with a bunch of college buddies after we 
all graduated and I wrote a lot of tunes 
one winter and told myself this is what I 
want to be doing.” 
Tire trio is .guitarist Jason Spooner, 
bassist Adam Frederick and drummer 
Reed Chambers. Each member brings 
a different genre to the table. Spooner’s 
sound is blues and folk based, Frederick 
is more classically inclined and Cham¬ 
bers leans towards a traditional rock and 
roll sound. 
“It’s a strength when members of 
the band have a variety of influences,” 
said Spooner. “We all bring our own 
weird little style and it creates a pretty 
unique sound.” 
As far as instrumentals, Spooner 
said the band embraces the limitations 
of a trio. 
“Without the textures of a keyboard or 
horns, it’s kind of bare bones. Our sound 
is really developed in trying to do a lot 
with a little,” Spooner said. 
The group indeed does a lot with a 
little, as evidenced on the trio’s latest stu¬ 
dio album, The Flame You Follow. 
“We dug a little deeper instrumen- 
tally,” said Spooner, “I feel like we really 
explored the boundaries of what we were 
doing on this album. I think we tapped 
into some new territory with the writing. 
Thematically, I think this record really 
holds together as a piece.” 
In an era in which Internet down¬ 
loading reigns supreme, Spooner spoke 
of what gets lost when listeners only 
hear single songs and compile incom¬ 
plete albums. 
“I think that it’s a real bummer and I 
think people are missing a lot when they 
do that,” said Spooner. “Bands that make a 
cohesive album intend to do that.” 
It’s a tragic direction to take, partic¬ 
ularly in considering some of the great¬ 
est albums to date. The albums of the 
Beatles, David Bowie and The Beach 
Boys are living proof that works as a 
collective whole are stronger than when 
received as stand-alone tracks. 
Spooner mentioned, for example, 
that he couldn’t listen to certain tracks 
on a Pink Floyd album without listening 
to the album in its entirety and recog¬ 
nized the significance of approaching 
music in this way. 
“We tried to do that with this record, 
it’s' not just a couple singles and a bunch 
of fluff,” Spooner said. 
Spooner and co. frequent music fes¬ 
tivals and find solace in keeping com¬ 
pany with other musicians. They pres¬ 
ent an inspiring realization about the 
power of solidarity. 
“These people are musicians like me,” 
Spooner said about meeting some of the 
more experienced artists. “They’ve just 
been doing it a lot longer.” 
CHARLIE THAXTON 
STAFF WRITER 
This week’s installment of the Vil¬ 
lage Club Series is twofold: singer- 
songwriter Mark De Rose will perform 
with bluegrass/folk act Avi & Celia. 
De Rose advertises himself as 
“feel good music” and the description 
couldn’t be more accurate. He cites 
Dave Matthews and James Taylor as 
influential to his music. A York, Penn, 
native, De Rose experiments with 
acoustic and electric guitars, multi¬ 
tracking and a backing band. The for¬ 
mer front man of The Ernest Goodlife 
band, De Rose began creating his 
own music in 2006, after the band’s 
breakup. His first CD, “Tales from the 
Sandcastle Kingdom,” garnered atten¬ 
tion and De Rose became a regular 
at universities, coffee shops and festi¬ 
vals throughout the mid-Atlantic. De 
Rose’s upbeat and positive charm is 
sure to please his audience. 
Avi & Celia occupy a different 
grain. This will be the Vermont duo’s 
second appearance at Bates in recent 
months; the act was certainly a high¬ 
light of last year’s Ronjstock. Both 
musicians were amiable and happy 
to perform their tweaked traditional 
folk ballads for eager students. Both 
Avi and Celia sing, their voices con¬ 
joining between the chords and inter¬ 
esting sound effects - most notably 
loud banging on noisy pipes. The 
steel guitar is a rare appearance in 
college rock, so students interested 
in something different will certainly 
be pleased by the group’s non-tradi- 
tional but accessible approach. The 
group is playing in support of their 
latest CD, “Let It Rise.” 
Interested students should in¬ 
vestigate both artists’ MySpace pag¬ 
es and be sure to show up at the 
Benjamin Mays Center at 9 p.m. on 
March 19. 
Luck of the Irish 
Helen Paille 
Across 
1 New England city with large Irish 
American population 
4 May birthstone 
6 Most common Irish surname 
7 Land of "cead mfle failte" 
8 Notre Dame mascot 
9 Ireland's most popular baby girls’ 
name in 2006 
14 Star of "In Bruges" 
15 The Bird's former flock 
16 Goes great with green eggs and 
ham 
18 Patron saint of Ireland 
19 "Ireland Forever" 
20 Your odds of finding one are 1 in 
10,000 
Down 
2 Trifolium dubium 
3 Largest city in Ireland 
5 "My goodness my_ 
8 "Magically delicious!" 
10 Irish import of "C'est la Vie" fame 
11 What Saint Patrick is said to have 
driven from Ireland 
12 Author of "Portrait of the Artist as 
Young Man" 
13 Give it a kiss for "the gift of gab" 
17 Month of lions and lambs 
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Baseball 
Lookin’ Good 
PAUL LOMBARDI 
STAFF WRITER 
The men’s baseball team is off to a 
2-1 start and hopes to improve upon 
last year’s 14-21 record under first-year 
head coach Edwin Thompson. 
The Bobcats started the season 
in February playing in the Cal Rip- 
Idn Experience Tournament in Myrtle 
Beach, South Carolina. In their first 
game against Alma College, Bates en¬ 
tered the final inning down 5-4 and 
rallied for a 6-5 victory. After losing 
18-3 to Richard Stockton College, 
Bates finished the tournament with 
an impressive 12-3 victory, again 
over Alma College. 
The team’s roster this season in¬ 
cludes nine seniors, two juniors, 11 
sophomores and seven first-year play¬ 
ers. Bates is led by right-handed pitch¬ 
er and senior Captain Ben Shwartz. 
Coach Thompson, a 28-year-old 
Maine native who played both Divi¬ 
sion I and minor league baseball, takes 
over as head coach for Craig Vander- 
sea who coached the Bobcats for nine 
seasons. Thompson is optimistic about 
his first year with the team and has 
quickly won the trust of his players. 
“We’re all excited about playing 
for Coach Thompson,” said Shwartz in 
an e-mail. “Some teams need a con¬ 
siderable amount of time to get on the 
same page as a new coach, but we 
were on board from day one because 
we realized he could make us a bet¬ 
ter team. He has an extensive base¬ 
ball background and knows about all 
of the little things that end up being 
difference-makers. He brings energy 
and enthusiasm to practice every day. 
HiS swagger is unmistakable.” 
It seems that Coach Thompson has 
also quickly instilled a high level of 
confidence in the team. 
“Our team plays together and nev¬ 
er gets too high or too down on itself,” 
wrote Schwartz. “We know that if we 
play to our capabilities, we can beat 
anyone we’re matched up against.” 
The Bobcats head down to Georgia 
later this week for five non-conference 
games. Bates will play three games 
against Division II West Georgia and 
two games against Oglethorpe Univer¬ 
sity before returning to campus. 
Men’s Lacrosse Ephed up 
l-HWEI WARNER/THE BATES STUDENT 
Senior Co-Captain Matt Knortz takes the ball to the net against Western New England College. Bates lost 6-4. 
ALI BLANKSTEEN 
ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR 
Tough times got tougher for the 
men’s lacrosse team this week as the 
Bobcats lost 6-4 to Western New Eng¬ 
land College (WNEC) and 10-2 to Wil¬ 
liams. The team continues to wait for 
their first victory of the 2009 campaign. 
Bates’ record stands at 0-4. 
Thursday’s home opener began with 
a promising 2-1 lead for the Bobcats. Re¬ 
sponding quickly to the Golden Bears’ 
first goal of the game, junior attackers 
Nick Sampson and Dave Barrett buried 
a goal each to gain the early advantage. 
Unfortunately, the Bobcats were un¬ 
able to score for the remainder of the 
half, entering the break tied 2-2. In the 
third quarter, WNEC pulled ahead with 2 
fast goals. A second goal from Sampson 
narrowed the gap to 4-3 going into the 
final quarter. 
Sophomore Rory Cosgrove buried 
Bates’ fourth and final goal for the Gar¬ 
net men to tie the score at 4. Unfortu¬ 
nately, the Golden Bears responded 
with 2 goals of their own, leaving the 
Bobcats to silently swallow a disap¬ 
pointing 6-4 defeat. 
Sunday’s NESCAC showdown against 
the Ephs started with a similarly optimis¬ 
tic first quarter. After Williams netted the 
first goal of the game, the Bobcats re¬ 
sponded with a goal of their own from 
leading scorer Tyler Moore ’09 with just 
1:05 on the clock. The Ephs refused to 
accept a tie and snuck in a final goal 
with seconds remaining to end the quar¬ 
ter ahead, 2-1. 
Little did Bates know that this last- 
minute-edger would kick off what was 
soon to be an 8-0 scoring spree from 
the opposition that would not end until 
the final quarter when Co-Captain Nate 
Kellogg ’09 tallied the second and final 
goal of the day for Garnet. The afternoon 
event ended 10-2. 
“After today’s [Sunday’s] loss, we’ll 
be looking to focus on being consistent 
in our play and executing the funda¬ 
mentals day-in and day-out,” said Kel¬ 
logg. “It’s early in the season, still, so 
we’re still confident in our abilities, and 
I have no doubt that we’ll be able to 
turn things around.” 
Bates will continue the search for their 
first victory of the season on Wednesday 
and Saturday when the team hosts Gor¬ 
don and Wesleyan respectively. 
Alexander, Vantiel All-American 
MAC KING 
MANAGING SPORTS EDITOR 
Both senior Co-Captain Izzy Alexan¬ 
der and junior Vantiel Elizabeth Duncan 
turned in All-America-worthy performanc¬ 
es this weekend at the NCAA Division III 
Indoor Track and Field Championships. It 
was Alexander’s fourth straight All-America 
honor and Duncan’s second. 
Alexander ran a blistering 2:13.84 in 
the 800m, taking fifth in the event. In the 
preliminary heats, Alexander broke her 
own Bates record by .13 seconds. Her 
time in the finals was .10 seconds off her 
record. Alexander finished in sixth in the 
800m a year ago. 
“There are so many people who have 
helped and supported me over the season 
and over the years,” wrote Alexander in an 
e-mail. “I feel so incredibly lucky to be sur¬ 
rounded by such wonderful people.” 
Duncan took sixth in the 20-pound 
weight throw with a toss of 53’4.25”. Last 
year, she finished in eighth. In the shot put, 
Duncan took 15th place with a toss of 40’5”. 
Bates throwers have earned 40 All-America 
awards under Coach Joe Woodhead. 
Gamble! It Will Make You Happy 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 12 
At this juncture, I am supposed to 
preach to you of the evils of gambling. In 
this economic climate it is financially irre¬ 
sponsible to gamble away one’s money. 
Gambling compromises one’s integrity. 
Gambling is a disease. Gambling will keep 
you out of heaven. Gamblers abuse the el¬ 
derly, small children and puppies. 
I love gambling. There is something 
thrilling about winning money. It’s like it’s 
free. I have never been to a casino and 
that’s probably for the best. I think there 
exists significant potential for me to be¬ 
come an addict. 
If gambling is cool, gambling on sports 
is like February in Maine. I can’t officially 
say that sports betting combines my life’s 
two biggest loves. In actuality, I think that 
sports and family are my two favorite things 
in the world. 
Combine sports, family and gambling 
and you get the greatest afternoon of your 
life. Picture a backyard Wiffle Ball game 
with teams composed of your extended 
family and 50 grand riding on the out¬ 
come. By die second inning, Grandma 
Constance is tossing chin music, the British 
exchange student Niles has taken bribes to 
throw the contest and Uncle Gideon, bad 
hips and all, is the spitting image of Jackie 
Robinson stealing home. Buy a keg, the 
Diehard movies and a croquet set and that 
party can go on all night. 
Twenty years from now, someone is 
going to dig up this column and smear me 
as an absolutely terrible person. 
Sports columnists mysteriously choose 
to omit any discussion of sports betting 
from their work. Perhaps they must obey a 
contractual clause or maybe there is some 
elite sportswriters guild to which I have not 
yet been invited (and at diis rate never will) 
which vows to condemn gambling, but I 
don’t understand how one can write about 
The Big Dance without mentioning the 
monetary prizes one can win. 
Something about gambling feels dis- 
tinctiy American. This is absolutely not 
the case as the rest of the world is as ad¬ 
dicted as we are, but the idea of giving 
a little and making a lot seems to me an 
American notion. 
Gambling certainly harkens back to 
the glory days of American sports. Unfortu¬ 
nately, much of this history is negative. The 
Black Sox Scandal, Pete Rose’s shenanigans 
and a plethora of fixed boxing matches im¬ 
mediately come to mind when one thinks 
of sports betting. 
March Madness seems to me to rep¬ 
resent the lighter side of this potentially 
dangerous hobby. Few people wager their 
grandfather’s watch, mortgage or baby 
daughter on their NCAA tournament brack¬ 
et. Instead, people lose money in smaller 
increments: $10, $50, $100. 
At this point in the column, as I began 
to make the case for the benefits of orga¬ 
nized gambling, my parents are cringing, 
cancelling credit cards and making phone 
calls to find a nice, fiscally responsible 
young woman for me before I wake up in 
an alley, feeling limp from a bookie’s rage 
and two broken legs. 
Betting on sports can make the game 
more exciting. People who normally might 
not care become rabid sports fans. 
With the economy in shambles, it 
doesn’t seem particularly wise to throw 
away money anywhere. But maybe people 
need to pay 20 bucks to fill out a bracket. 
It might make one feel alive. It makes me 
feel dangerous, a little like a secret agent. 
Maybe some low-stakes gambling will take 
people’s minds of all the woe in their lives. 
This also might represent the worst in¬ 
vestment strategy of all time. But at some 
point there must exist some balance be¬ 
tween smarts and happiness. While I 
haven’t won my pool in four years, the rush 
I get from putting $20 in an envelope and 
skipping class to watch basketball is well 
worth the money. 
I said that I wouldn’t print any of my 
tournament picks. This week, that is true. If 
I do well, however, I plan to shout it from 
the rooftops. If I make enough money, I 
might even print up flyers and put them in 
everyone’s mailbox. 
Maybe The Student will put together 
a pool for anyone who wishes to join. Fifty 
dollar entry fee. Winner takes all. 
Men’s Tennis Falls 9-0 to Middlebury 
ERIC ARMSTRONG 
STAFF WRITER 
After starting the season 3-0, the 
men’s tennis team suffered their first 
defeat at Middlebury on Sunday in a 
devastating 9-0 decision. 
The Panthers, ranked fourth na¬ 
tionally, cruised easily to victory 
over the 21st-ranked Bobcats. Bates 
was outperformed in both singles 
and doubles play, failing to capture 
a single win. 
Despite Sunday’s loss, the current 
season remains a success. Last Thurs¬ 
day, the Bobcats crushed Babson Col¬ 
lege 9-0. In that match, Max Berger 
had the most impressive victory of the 
day, winning in straight sets, 6-0, 6-0. 
The Bobcats will host Southern 
Maine on Friday at 4 p.m. 
UVM SUMMER U 
Summer 
Sciences 
You will see why it is easy to study hard with many science 
courses in medical, health, biological & physical sciences in 
Summer U. Focus on a challenging course in summer, with 
lower average class sizes, and really succeed! 
uvm.edu/summer/bates 
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Close, but No Cigar 
BRIGID DUNN/THE BATES STUDENT 
Sophomore Cameron Powel protects the ball from a Williams defender in Saturday's 13-9 loss. 
Late-lnning 
Rally Lifts 
Softball to 
First Win 
HARRY POOLE 
ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR 
Senior Co-Captain Stacia Saniuk’s 
RBI double against Penn State-Beh- 
rend sent the game into extra innings 
and the Bobcats prevailed to earn 
their first victory of the new season. 
The team headed to Claremont, FL 
over the weekend to play in the Na¬ 
tional Training Center Tournament, 
a set of early season games, as they 
tune up for their NESCAC schedule. 
The Bobcats’ win over Penn 
State-Behrend came on the heels 
of their well-fought loss to No. 17 
nationally ranked Ithaca College 
on Friday. 
In the first game of the double 
header, the Bobcats rode the bat of 
first-year outfielder Karen Ullmann 
as she went 3-4 and scored the 
game’s first run following her first 
career hit - a leadoff single. Ullmann 
added an RBI single in the bottom 
of the seventh inning to close the 
gap to 5-2, however Ithaca quickly 
shut down the Bobcats’ rally. 
Ullmann carried her hot bat into 
the Penn State-Behrend game as she 
again went 3-4 from the plate. 
Just as they did against Ithaca, the 
Bobcats waited for the final inning 
to rally from behind and this time 
they succeeded. Ullmann’s second 
hit of the game put her on first base 
before first-year outfielder Vanessa 
Truglio moved her to second with a 
sacrifice bunt. Saniuk stepped to the 
plate and recorded her second hit 
of the game - a double off the top 
of the wall that was inches from be¬ 
ing a game-winning home run. The 
double scored Ullmann and tied the 
ballgame at four. 
Senior Co-Captain Christina Kno- 
ble came on in relief of sophomore 
starter Sarah Cullen and she fired 
two and two thirds innings of score¬ 
less ball to pick up the win. 
First-year infielder Kelly Mc¬ 
Manus reached first on a field¬ 
er’s choice in the bottom of the 
eighth inning. This set the stage 
for junior Jean McIntyre’s sacri¬ 
fice bunt that moved McManus to 
third. Ullmann stepped up to the 
plate with two outs and the win¬ 
ning run on third and she came 
through with a single to left field 
to bring home McManus. 
Reigning NESCAC first-team play¬ 
ers Saniuk and Ullmann showed that 
they are ready to provide a consis¬ 
tent punch from the lineup while 
first-year pitcher Kristen Finn, Cullen 
and Knoble shined on the mound. 
The Bobcats have returned from 
the Florida sun and continue their 
season this Saturday with a game 
against Rhode Island College. 
ALI BLANKSTEEN 
ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR 
It was a disappointing repeat of¬ 
fense for the women’s lacrosse team 
on Saturday afternoon who, for the 
second consecutive week, fell to a 
NESCAC competitor on home turf. 
Though Bates lost to the Williams Col¬ 
lege Ephs in a 13-9 battle to the finish, 
the team was able to celebrate a 15-13 
victory against South New Hampshire 
University (SNHU) earlier in the week. 
On Tuesday afternoon, the Bob¬ 
cats faced off against the Penwomen 
of SNHU on the road, dominating the 
first half 8-6. It was not until the start 
of the second half that the Penwomen 
stepped up their game dramatically, 
going on a 6-1 run in the first eight 
minutes of play. 
Sophomore Brianna Gross, having 
already scored 2 goals in the first half, 
was the first to respond to the come¬ 
back, burying 2 consecutive goals to 
end the SNHU streak. Rookie Jenna 
Dannis T2 then scored 2 goals sand¬ 
wiched around 1 from Co-Captain and 
Bates’ leading scorer, Caroline Thomas 
’09. Gross’ fifth and final goal of the 
game came next, putting a lid on an 
unanswered 6-goal scoring fest which 
dominated nearly 17 minutes of the 
second half and secured the win. 
Thomas capped the afternoon with 
3 goals and 1 assist, while fellow at¬ 
tacker Morgan Maciewicz TO had a 
pair of each. Molly Dilworth TO also 
contributed heavily to the team’s offen¬ 
sive success with 2 goals and 1 assist. 
On Saturday, the Bobcats faced a 
more difficult challenge against the 
Ephs. Throughout the course of the 
first half, both teams found them¬ 
selves consistently rallying for the 
lead. First-year Maggie Reilly tallied 
her first collegiate point in a pivotal 
goal that kept Bates within a point 
of their rivals, who had temporar¬ 
ily jumped out to a 4-2 lead. When 
the buzzer sounded at the break, the 
score was tied 5-5. 
The Bobcats came out hot in the 
second half, netting 2 unanswered 
goals from Thomas and speedster 
Molly Radis TO. Sadly, the purple- 
and-yellow-clad Ephs soon rallied, 
notching 8 goals to the Bobcats’ 2 in 
the remaining minutes. 
The team hosts UNE on Mar. 
17 at 5 p.m. and prepares for an¬ 
other NESCAC match-up on Mar. 21 
against Wesleyan. 
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Women’s 
Tennis Swept 
byMiddlebury 
KATIE BASH 
ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR 
First-year Brooke Morse-Karzen took 
a set from her Middlebury opponent this 
weekend. She was the only Bobcat to do so. 
The women’s tennis team lost all nine match¬ 
es to Middlebury College. Morse-Karzen ulti¬ 
mately lost to Panther Alyssa Puccinelli T2 in 
number-four singles, 6-3, 3-6, 7-5. 
Bates may have lost 9-0 to the Panthers, 
but this was not a particularly discouraging 
loss since Middlebury is currently ranked 
15th in the nation. 
“Every point was contested and al¬ 
though we fell short, the intensity and the 
willingness to compete were there. The 
team was mentally prepared for a tough 
match so instead of getting tight, they en¬ 
joyed the difficult points and played aggres¬ 
sively throughout their matches,” said Coach 
Paul Gastonguay. 
Junior Alex Piacquad also stood out as 
having a particularly tough match at num¬ 
ber-two singles, falling 6-4, 6-3. 
“Alex Piacquad [has] worked very hard 
in the off season and this spring is playing 
her best tennis. Alex has one of the biggest 
serves in the NESCAC and she is consistent¬ 
ly using her serve as a weapon to set up 
points,” said Gastonguay. 
Gastonguay is enthusiastic and hopeful 
for the upcoming spring season as he ex¬ 
pects Morse-Karzen to be a fine addition to 
the young team along with some of her first- 
year teammates. 
“[First-years] Meg Anderson, Brooke 
Morse-Karzen and Erika Blauth have al¬ 
ready impacted the NESCAC in their first 
season. They are aggressive, athletic and 
fight for every point. It is great to see the 
team’s hard work show up in the matches,” 
said Gastonguay. 
The Bobcats will compete next at Bran- 
deis University on Saturday, March 21. 
BOBCAT 
Of THE WEEK 
Izzy Alexander ’09 
OFFICE OF COMMUNICATIONS AND MEDIA 
RELATIONS/COURTESY PHOTO 
Over a weekend 
wrought with potential 
Bobcats of the Week, 
Izzy Alexander stood 
apart from the rest. 
Alexander became an 
All-American for the 
fourth time in her Bates 
career with a fifth-place 
finish in the 800m at 
the NCAA Division III 
Indoor Track and Field 
Championships. She 
broke her own Bates 
record in one of the 
preliminary heats with a 
time of 2:13.74. 
Fan Support at NCAAs 
A Sight for Sore Eyes 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 12 
both the men’s and women’s races. 
Everyone within five feet of me had 
the same reaction: “I have never seen 
so many people at a Nordic ski race.” 
The sun, blue sky and spring-like tem¬ 
peratures perfectly complemented the 
support and enthusiasm of the crowd 
to make for a truly remarkable day. 
As a Nordic ski racer, I am used to 
a limited number of fans at my races. 
If it were not for parents and family 
members, most of our regular season 
races would be painfully quiet. We do 
not race for the crowds because Nor¬ 
dic ski racing is about the competitor 
and how hard they can push themself. 
That being said, Saturday’s crowd 
was unbelievable in that the vocal sup¬ 
port was nearly deafening. Loud cheer¬ 
ing from the side of the trail can really 
give a skier the lift he or she might 
need over a hill. If you were there on 
Saturday, you saw a perfect example of 
this in seniors Captain Sylvan Ellefson 
and Sam Evans-Brown and sophomore 
Natalie Ruppertsberger. 
All three skiers would have put 
forth their best effort regardless of 
the fans, but it was clear that the 
added cheering of their names gave 
them a little more yee-haw coming 
into the finish. 
While he did not match his mind- 
blowing fourth-place finish last year, 
Ellefson’s 12th-place finish was not 
worth frowning over. He did what he 
could do, and despite missing his goal 
of All-American, Ellefson crossed the 
line and raised his hands as a kind ges¬ 
ture to the crowd. 
He could have slammed his poles 
or thrown his skis after crossing the 
finish line like I saw some skiers do, 
but Ellefson looked up and pointed 
and smiled to the group of Bates skiers 
and Outing Club members with whom 
I was standing. He was hoping for 
better than 12th place, but in a sport 
as unforgiving as Nordic, it is nearly 
impossible for a competitor to be at 
his or her best every single day. His 
decorated career ended on Saturday, 
and his two small but noticeable ges¬ 
tures across the finish line showed his 
respect for all of us who got up early 
and lost our voices. 
“The thing that made my day was 
the people from Bates that were here 
today; seeing all my friends and peo¬ 
ple from the crowd, it was really fun 
having people here,” said Ellefson. 
While many of you may never see 
a Nordic ski race again, your support 
and enthusiasm was noticed by all of 
the racers and coaches. It has made 
this week, most notably Saturday, one 
for Bates’ athletics history books. 
If you did not make it, I forgive you 
because at times it was extremely cha¬ 
otic trying to make my way to different 
areas of the course to watch. I was even 
asked by a race official to make sure 
people did not walk on the course. I 
failed at this job and even wanted to 
explain that I was likely going to be 
one of the people he described. 
I wrote a column last week en¬ 
couraging people to deviate from their 
usual Saturday morning to watch the 
races. I was expecting a decent turn¬ 
out, but the number of familiar faces 
t$iat showed up to support Sylvan, 
Sam, Natalie and the entire Bates ath¬ 
letics department was phenomenal. 
Last week I criticized Bates’ poor 
athletic support. After witnessing three 
of the four NCAA Championships rac¬ 
es, I rescind my comment...at least for 
the time being. There was more sup¬ 
port and enthusiasm than I expected, 
and the coaches and athletes certainly 
noticed. 
“It helps to have my whole 
team here supporting me and Syl¬ 
van and Sam, and what seemed 
like the whole Bates community 
here,” said Ruppertsberger. 
On behalf of coaches Becky 
Woods, Rogan Connell, Jordi St. John, 
Dan Loman, Bob Flynn and athletes 
Sylvan Ellefson, Sam Evans-Brown, 
Natalie Rupperstberger, Liz Thompson 
and Micaela Holland, I want to thank 
everyone who made it to Bethel or 
Rumford on Thursday, Friday or Satur¬ 
day last week. 
Those who came helped make the 
championships an overwhelming suc¬ 
cess. Saturday was an amazing day to 
watch (in my opinion), but if you came 
and did not enjoy yourself, I owe you 
McDonalds chicken patties because 
you missed Commons lunch, as prom¬ 
ised in my last column. 
With spring seasons in full swing 
and the warm weather following 
suit, get out and support your teams. 
No matter the sport, having fans at 
a game, race or match provides a 
bonus element to the event. Again, 
thank you all who attended and I 
apologize for the mass-produced 
print and (thanks to our new web¬ 
site) electronic thank you note. 
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Thompson and Holland Dazzle at NCAAs 
Senior Co-Captain Liz Thompson skis at the NCAA Championships. In her fourth and final appearance at NCAAs, Thompson took 18th in the giant slalom and 11th in the slalom. 
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MAC KING 
MANAGING SPORTS EDITOR 
With a combined six seasons on 
Bates’ alpine ski team between them, 
senior Co-Captain Liz Thompson and 
sophomore Micaela Holland have 
qualified for NCAAs six times. This 
weekend, the duo turned in respect¬ 
able performances in the giant sla¬ 
lom on Thursday before wowing in 
Friday’s slalom. 
Initially seeded last, Thompson fin¬ 
ished 18th in the giant slalom. In four 
years of NCAA Championship competi¬ 
tion, it was Thompson’s best finish in 
the event. She sat in 13th place after 
her first run - a scorching 1:18.33 - be¬ 
fore turning in a time of 1:21.07 on her 
second run. 
The following day, Thompson nar¬ 
rowly missed a top-10 finish and be¬ 
coming an All American in the slalom. 
Thompson finished 11th out of 34 rac¬ 
ers but her time was a mere .21 sec¬ 
onds behind the lOth-place finisher. 
“I was really happy with the races 
this week,” said Thompson in an e-mail. 
“The 11th in the slalom was more than 
I would have hoped for and I struggled 
with [giant slalom] all year so my 18th 
place in that was really exciting.” 
Holland finished 18th out of 34 rac¬ 
ers in the slalom and 31st of 35 in the 
giant slalom. 
“I think the races this past week¬ 
end went well for both Liz and I,” 
said Holland in an e-mail. “In the gi¬ 
ant slalom on Thursday I didn’t ski 
as well as I was hoping to and made 
a few stupid mistakes that cost me 
some time. I was really happy about 
the slalom on Friday.” 
Thompson’s and Holland’s accom¬ 
plishments become all the more im¬ 
pressive when considering that they 
were racing against the top talent in 
the nation and some of the fastest ski¬ 
ers in the world. 
“It’s really intimidating being at a 
race with so many extremely talented 
athletes, so I was really pumped to do 
well,” said Holland. “Many of the com¬ 
petitors are older, foreigner and from 
giant universities so it was definitely a 
nice feeling to do well in a field like 
that, especially on home turf.” 
The races conclude the 2008-2009 
alpine season and were Thompson’s 
last as a Bobcat. 
Nordic Studs Fail to Disappoint 
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Seniors Captain Sylvan Ellefson and Sam Evans-Brown joke after their race. 
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Sophomore Natalie Ruppertsberger in Saturday's 15k skate race. 
BETH TAYLOR 
STAFF WRITER 
Black Mountain Ski Area of Rum- 
ford was certainly more colorful than 
usual on Saturday morning, as the host 
of students, fans and families who 
turned out to watch the NCAA Skiing 
Championships brightened the course 
with neon T-shirts, vividly colored 
flags, hand-lettered posters and plenty 
of enthusiasm. 
“[The fans] really made the event for 
me,” said senior Captain Sylvan Ellefson. 
Ellefson’s fourth trip to the Na¬ 
tional Championships was what he 
described as a “good ending to [his] 
college career.” A 21st-place finish in 
Thursday’s 10k classic race and a 12th 
place finish in Saturday’s 20k skate 
provided a solid conclusion to four 
impressive years of racing. 
Teammate and fellow senior Sam 
Evans-Brown was not thrilled about his 
classic race. 
“If you had listened closely to my 
legs you could probably have heard the 
mass cellular explosion that was going 
on inside of them between 7k' and 8k,” 
he joked. 
Saturday’s race was more satisfying 
for him. He described his 29th-place 
finish as the best it could have been. 
Sophomore Natalie Ruppertsberg¬ 
er called her 15k skate race her best 
race of the year. She finished 22nd in 
the 5k classic race on Thursday and 
29th in the skate race - two impres¬ 
sive finishes, especially for a first¬ 
time qualifier. Her 22nd-place classic 
finish also matches the 22nd-place 
classic finish that Ellefson had his 
first year at NCAAs. 
“It was really fun and so inspiring 
to race with these people who are so 
awesome at skiing,” said Rupperts¬ 
berger. 
“I’m really happy for all of them, 
and I’m proud of them,” said Coach 
Becky Woods. 
On the whole, Bates shone brighter 
than Ellefson’s million-dollar smile this 
weekend. Skiers turned in some incred¬ 
ible performances and fans showed a 
huge amount of support. The races 
conclude the Nordic season. 
An Attempt at 
HARRY POOLE 
ASSISTANT SPORTS 
EDITOR 
I enjoy old-fash¬ 
ioned letters. You know, 
stationary and hand¬ 
written thoughts sent via snail mail. 
They are personable and carry more 
meaning than today’s common letter: 
e-mails. Despite my soft spot for re¬ 
ceiving letters, this is my lame attempt 
at a “thank you.” 
If I could, I would hand write this 
to Athletic Director Kevin McHugh, the 
entire Bates athletics department and 
the 400 (plus or minus 100) specta¬ 
tors that came out to watch Saturday’s 
conclusion to the 2009 NCAA Skiing 
Championships. Unfortunately that 
would be more work than I am will¬ 
ing to do. Forgive me for my mass- 
produced, impersonal thank you. 
The support from the Bates commq- 
“Thank You” 
nity and other fans of skiing through¬ 
out last week was incredible. The 
weather could not have been better for 
racing, watching or just catching some 
rays. Saturday was the perfect finish to 
a well-organized, well-attended and 
smoothly run championship event. It 
was a bluebird day with temperatures 
hovering around 45 degrees, and I Was 
amazed by the support from Bates 
alumni, faculty and current students. 
The alpine events wrapped up on 
Friday with two of our own Bobcats 
posting personal best NCAA results 
- senior Co-Captain Liz Thompson 
in 11th and sophomore Micaela 
Holland in 18th. 
M ,1 watched Saturday’s men’s and 
women’s races with many of my team¬ 
mates, and we were all astonished at 
the number of people that made the 
drive to the scenic hotspot of Rumford. 
The first 400m of the trail was packed 
shoulder to shoulder for the start of 
See FAN SUPPORT, page 11 
Dancing 
for Money 
MAC KING 
MANAGING SPORTS 
EDITOR 
In past years, come 
March I have used this 
column to preview the 
NCAA men’s basketball tournament. I have 
shamelessly employed this publication as 
a venue from which to broadcast my own 
picks and potential genius. As a freshman 
and a sophomore, I believe I even supple¬ 
mented this column with a photocopied 
image of my bracket. 
For the 2009 tournament, I plan to do 
nothing of the sort. Perhaps the blade of 
my ego has dulled with age, narcissism has 
grown unattractive or maybe I am even 
growing up. More likely, I haven’t had the 
opportunity to follow this season of col¬ 
lege hoops as closely as I usually might. I 
have been too busy attending totally sweet 
college parties and talking to hot babes. 
It doesn’t help matters that my backward, 
peace-loving, whale^saving, hemp-weaving 
and of course tree-hugging hippy room¬ 
mates refuse to throw down for cable. 
Whatever the reason for this latest 
fit of modesty, in my present state (and, 
yes, I am nursing one hell of a head¬ 
ache [that’s two, count them, two drink¬ 
ing references in three paragraphs]) any 
attempt to improve upon past years of 
bracket mediocrity seems useless when 
my readers can consult nearly any other 
periodical in the nation to find a slev of 
more credible predictions. 
Instead, I want to talk about a differ¬ 
ent -- and equally pertinent - facet of the 
NCAA tournament. Filling out brackets is 
a rush. Bragging to friends of forecasted 
upsets, whether or not one actually pre¬ 
dicted the outcome, makes the tourna¬ 
ment worthwhile. But what fun would 
all the bracketology be without some 
friendly wagering? 
See GAMBLE!, page 10 
